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undertaking, during which the organ will have to be protected from damage by dust a
dirt. 3
Taken together, the restoration of the organ case and the heraldic murals will reveal a
treasure of which we are but dimly aware. ‘
All this necessary work illustrates why we welcome the Government’s decision to make
available new funds for Cathedrals. However, £11.5m offered, over a three year period,
gives only £100,000 per cathedral; so even if Rochester were to benefit from an English
Heritage grant, this would in no way lessen the continuing need for individuals and
corporate bodies to give the cathedral their support.
Edward Shotter
Dean

FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The Friends have a new Vice-President, the Reverend Canon Richard Lea, who is also the
new Editor of our Annual Report, and | welcome him on behalf of all the Friends. He has
replaced the Reverend Canon Edward Turner who has been associated with the Friends
and has been our Vice-President for a long time, and has not only been a marvellous
supporter but could always be relied upon to come up with new ideas to make the
dialogue between our Association and the Dean and Chapter more efficacious. | am sure
you would all wish me to thank him publicly on your behalf.

I also welcome to the Council our two Archdeaconry representatives; Mr. Alastair
MacPherson from Tonbridge and Mr. Charles Rowe from Bromley. These are new
appointments, created with the intention of producing a greater two way flow of
information and ideas between the Archdeaconrys and our Association, and to generate
greater interest in the Friends in the most distant Parishes of the Diocese. | thank them
both for agreeing to serve as the first representatives in that role.

In the Friends” Office we have taken a major step forward in our administration by the
appointment of Mr. Dudley Moakes as General Secretary of the Friends. He is already
doingus a great service in looking thoroughly at our office and administrative organisation
to see where it can be improved. The Council had agreed that in future he should attend
our meetings, in a non-voting capacity, and | am sure his actions and influences will have a
major effect on our efficiency in the long term.

| feel that my verbal report to the annual General Meeting is the more appropriate time
and place at which to review our achievements over the past year, and to look forward to
our ambitions for the next.

This is my last report to you as Chairman and | must say how grateful | am to all the
members of Council during my triennium, and to the officers of the Association, who
serve or have served the Friends so well, for their support and constructive contributions.

Gus Sinclair
Chairman
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rebuilding of the cathedral soon after his appointment as bishop in 10777, and that he was
employed by William the Conqueror to oversee the building of the White Tower in
London. He also helped with building work in 1088 at Rochester Castle, and may have
assisted the start of work at West Malling Abbey in the 1090s. His influence can also
perhaps be seen in some of the new parish churches in Rochester Diocese”. There is,
however, no documentary evidence to link Gundulf’s name with the tower on the north
side of the cathedral. Nor is there any documentary evidence to suggest that this tower
was anything other than a bell-tower, which was in use from the mid-twelfth century. 5t
John Hope himself pointed put that ‘there is documentary proof that it was at an early date
used as a campanile’, and the tower is first recorded in Prior Reginald’s time when he is
said to have ‘made two bells and placed them in the greater tower'. Unfortunately
Reginald’s exact dates are not known, but he is documented as priorin 1155 and 1160"",
Later we are told that ‘“Thalebot the sacrist [the senior monk who had responsibility for the
bell tower] made . . . a great bell which even to the present day [i.e. the early fourteenth
entury] retains the name of the aforesaid Thalebot’. Another sacrist Ralph de Ros, who is
ecorded as priorin 1193 and 1203 and so must have been sacrist sometime before this'?,
said to have made a bell called ‘Bretun’. There were thus four bells in the campanile by
early thirteenth century, and one hundred years later both “Thelebot” and ‘Bretun’

ere still there in the ‘Greater tower’ and being used'’. In 1343, however, during the
episcopate of Hamo de Hythe it is documented that ‘the bishop caused the new
campanile of the church of Rochester to be carried up higher with stones and timbers, and
to be covered with lead. He also placed in the same four new bells whose names are
Dunstan, Paulinus, Ithamar and Lanfranc'®. This reference has always been taken to
indicate the date of the heightening of the crossing tower and the adding of the timber and
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Gundult’s North Tower as it was in 1781
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south wall of tower

Jonn Aterion Bowen March 1991

In the original ground floor storey, two floors have now been contrived, and above these
is a third storey in which the cathedral choir have their daily practice. As one goes up the
final few modern steps into the practice room, the very large holes for the original timber
joists can still be seen on the south-east wall. There is also a slot running at right angles to
these along the inside edge of the wall, this must have been for a wall plate just below the
joists. Today all these slots are only empty voids. The modern choir-practice room f!oqf 1
now at about the same level as the ancient floor, and this was perhaps originally a ringing
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annual return to the exchequer in 1 A
ma.m.ts in modern figures). B

of the royal supremacy on 10th Ju
because in all signatures on the document did not
signing the deed of surrender for the priory on 8th April, 154
alone, ‘Per me Walterum Boxley Priorem Roffen.
Following the suppression the convent was immediately repl.
organised by letters patent dated 20th June, 15417, This was all very
King reserved to himself all of the monastic buildings the chapter
Churche’, a ‘Dean, vi prebendaries vi pety Canons Epistoler and gos,
men one master of Choresters viii Corresters one Scole master f
usser”™, was to a man without a dwelling place and to thh
£ven before the suppression King Henry maintained a lodging [
and the monastic buildings he specifically excluded from the us
Chapter. Itis not known what was the appearance of the King’s lodgi
over and beyond the east range of the great cloister. This lodging:
that the royal and state apartments occupied all of the buildinge‘
is reasonable to suppose that the infirmary buildings and the
chamberlain were given over to the servants and suite, for who!
required little alteration”. )
Royal building works were meticulously recorded for the
Rochester are not an exception. Two important accounts survi
for the works at Rochester in 1540-1543'°,

In a short paper, such as this, it is not possible to discuss the alt rati
occupy forty pages and totalled £1,270-14-7 (£531,160.96

perhaps illustrates the working of the King’s mind better than many
it is recorded among other items under: <
The Glasyer :

Item for taking owte of the said Lady Hayward armes -t-?f‘tt"
chamber of presens and setting in of new glas, at vid tl ° P,
Item yet for taking owte of Lady Haywrdes armys of a wyn
chamber and setting in of new glas agayne vid.

Lady Hayward is of course Queen Catherine Howard, executed on
Surely not just vindictive spite caused the King to erase any me
Was his conscience troubling the ageing tyrant? i R
Although the King took away all the monastic buildings from his n
and Chapter of “our cathedral of Christe and our lady Marye in
why the dedication to St. Andrew had to be changed is not exp
give them dwellings through a commission appointed for assigning
members of the chapter''. The Deanery, an L shaped building w
to its seventeenth century successor, contained ‘two parlours,
gallery a study over the gate a garden thereunto lying on the

18



BNy TR TRy

el




distinction, the library at Rochester in a way found a true friend. All of the books and
manuscnpts transterred to the King's library at Westminster are inscribed Liber de
Claustro Roftensi, many still carry the name of the original donor and are therefore easy 1
wdentity,

For good or bill King Henry VIl touched Rochester and its cathedral in Seve'aiways- His
roval palace was of short duration but his ‘new cathedral’ and ‘new school’ continue to
tlounish. Thanks to his scholarly antiquary we may still read, if we have the inclination,
several manuscripts which were at Rochester almost eight hundred years ago.
Inthe Precinct, King's Orchard will for ever be associated with that masterful man who
did so many great and good things in his life and yet was flawed and warped by evil.
David A. H. Cleggett
Michaelmas Day, 1990

Notes

1 Sources for the paragraph of the paper setting the scene are Burkes Peerage 1970

(last) edition; and Dictionary of National Biography.

Rutland Papers, Camden Society.

Palmer, G.H., The Cathedral Church of Rochester. London, George Bell & Sons,

2nd edition with corrections, 1907, p.18.

4 Bells, p.18.

Bells, p.18.

6 Thorpe Mss., Society of Antiquaries, Mss., CLXXXVIII 8. After the suppression the
last prior, Walter of Boxley, took his own name again, Walter Phillips.

7 Letters Patent XXXIII Henry VIII (1541) part 9 membrane 17 (28). Walter Phillips
was named as first Dean by the Kingin the foundation charter. (Letters and Papers,

Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII. ed. Brewer, J.S., 23 vols. in 38.
London, HMSO, 1862-1932, XV No. 474). Phillips lived on until November 23
1570.

8 Itis difficult to think of a cathedral founded in 604 as beingmade newin 1541 butit
s one of the more absurd actions of the King that he considered all the monastic
cathedrals as having been refounded by himself. In reality they continued but with
a different capitular body. The absolutely new cathedrals at Peterborough and
Gloucester, for example, had similar establishments to that at Rochester (The
Foundation of Peterborough Cathedral, Northamptonshire Record Society, 1941,

p.104).

9 St. John Hope, Sir William, The Architectural History of the Cathedral Church and
Monastery of St. Andrew at Rochester, London, Mitchell and Hughes 1900,
p.206.

10 Rawlinson Mss., Bodleian Library, Mss., D. 785. These accounts were transcribed
by St. John Hope and published as, Accounts of the Royal Surveyor of Works
Rochester, 1540-403, London, Mitchell Hughes and Clarke, 1905.

11 Thorpe Mss., mss., 177, 178, 188, folio 197.
12 Public Record Office, Bishops Temporalities 614, quoted in St. John Hope,
pp.207-208.

13 Le Neve, John, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1541-1857 recompiled by Horn, Joyce
M., London, Institute of Historical Research, 1974, p.65.

14 Fasti. p.60.

W N

W

20









THE CATHEDRAL WEST FRONT:
FORM, FUNCTION, AND FASHION

J. Philip McAleer

The existing west front is certainly the second constructed — and possibly the third
intended — as the public face of the post-Conquest cathedral building. It was during the
extensive late nineteenth-century restorations, first between 1871 and 1878, under the
supervision of Sir George Gilbert Scott (1811 -78), and again from 1888 to 1894, under the
direction of jJohn L. Pearson (1817-97), which latterincluded the underpinning of the west
front, that two earlier designs were discovered. The first, revealed in 1888, was of the
simple “sectional’ type, with a central portal of three jamb-shafted orders and pilaster-
strip buttresses projecting only eight inches.!. It survived — buried inside the present
structure — above the foundations for about two and a half feet. As remains of plaster
were found on the inner face, it seems likely this facade was completed.

Atthe same time, heavier foundations were found under the existing north flanking stair-
tower, “consisting of great blocks of tufa and ragstone’, similar in character to those found
earlier, about 1875-6, by Scott’s clerk of works, J. T. Irvine, in front of the north aisle west
wall*. These blocks have been interpreted as evidence of the intention to construct a
more imposing facade, one with two west towers.

The project, however, seems never to have been carried out, as similar preparations
were not found on the south side. Nevertheless, this discovery perhaps explains why the
westernmost pair of nave piers, which are an elongated octagon in plan, without attached
shafts, are larger in their east-west dimensions than the other piers of the nave. In facades
of the twin-tower type, as can still be seen at Durham Cathedral (1093-1133), Worksop

Fig. 1. Rochester Cathedral. West front (1988)
23



v Bagr
ST ' e
DA R A".l;".” g‘ bt

.”':l

111l

WEEE sttt
il i LT LU
m‘m.mmuum'mlllllllllllllhlcs 1HH!
i

TTHLLLLL

Fig. 2. Rochester Cathedral. West front before (1888)

Priory (1120-1170/80), or Southwell Minster (1108/14-1140/75), the piers under the
inner eastern corners of the towers are always heavier than the others of the nave arcade.

The sectional facade should be associated with the original post-Conquest building
initiated by the second Norman bishop, Gundulf of Bec (1077-1108). The plan for twin
western towers may be connected with a rebuilding of the nave begun shortly after the
fire which, according to Gervase of Canterbury, devastated both city and cathedral
monastery in 1137°. The present facade would then date from a separate building
campaign, one perhaps as late as c. 1150 (2under Bishop Walter, 1148-82), representing a
change in plan. Itis clear that the existing west front was not built simultaneously with the
aisle walls and arcades of the present nave, for there is a vertical joint visible at the end of
each nave arcade; the coursingis not continuous across the arcade responds and the west
wall. This suggests that the arcades were built while the first (sectional) facade was still
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Pu:ge«ert}-we arches of the secc
France, interms of their type, styl
Column figures were characteristic of
lle-de-France, from their initial appearance
1137-40. Sculptured tympana are an

iconography of that of Rochester is simi
Burgundy. The Apostles on the lin 1
central portal at Chartres Cathedral, ¢. 1145. The vo
their motifs, and their radial arrangement, recall in-
Poitou, which also seems to have influenced the n
which may have been the more immediate source for th
The same region of western France, and perhaps the
appears as the source of inspiration for the small tym
they are disposed very differently at Rochester than in st
Notre-Dame-la-Grande in Poitiers, ¢. 1130. The mixture is
found at Rochester, especially on the capitals, as well as so
have parallels in the early Gothic of the north-east, as the
— the column figures, tympanum and lintel — would lead us

By contrast, the basic design of the facade is not paralleled by
the several regions with which the sculpture has been assoc
building, the cathedral of Le Mans (Maine), has a facade which

parallels and which could have been a prototype for Rochester’
had a pronounced, clearly articulated turret at each of its we
between, however, was flat, all in one plane. Although the
arcading, due to its earlier date, ¢. 1120, it, too, had only a centra
significantly? — shallow flanking recesses; contrarily, there were n
ends. AP

The Interior Design 5

The interior design of the facade has also been gravely affected
west window. Traces of the original arrangement do remain
revealing of all its particulars. The central portal is flanked
arcades equivalent to the nave arcade in height. At the sides of
first bays of two additional registers, the lower one of wl
corresponds to the height of the second storey of the nave.

The two tiers of arcading, flanking the tall narrow portal, are dit
type. The lower tier has shafts and the upper continuously mou
lower tier is short, the upper is conspicuously taller, a reversal of
corresponding zones on the exterior where a tall blank dado — ¢
flanking flat-backed niches — is succeeded by a lower zone
to the arch of the portal in height. The string-course at the top of
arcading marks the approximate level of the floor of an internal

Above this level, defined on the interior by a broad string-cou
jambs of the interior frame of the west window, are the remains
The remains of the string-course between them — in the form of

a little lower then the string at the top of the second stage forming tl
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there was not an exact synchronisation of levels, Nor is the third level equal in ’lﬂai o
the arches of the second (gallery) stage of the nave. Indeed, its arcade arches do not iill the
available height of the zone on the west wall, being more comparable to the sub-arches
than to the superordinate arches of the second stage. The third tier is also somewhat taller
than the third exterior one; of course, the design of its arcading is completely different.
Because the bays of arcading on the exterior are even shorter — it is the zone that has the
honizontallintels and small curved tympana — and begin at a slightly higher level than the
mterior ones, itis doubtful there were any large windows at this level, unless they simply
nterrupted the arcading. If the arcading was continuous and uniform in design, any
openings could only have been smaller than those opening to the exterior from the wall
passage at the end of the aisles,

Thetourth tier of arcading on the interior appears to be at a somewhat higher level, but
ot about the same height, as the fourth register (third band of arcading) of the exterior, and
corresponded to the level of the Romanesque clerestory. Of it, only one tall, narrow blind
bay remains at each side, now appearing rather like a niche in the wall with shafted jambs,
although it should be noted the shafts are not of equal size.

The Internal Circulation System'*

The unseen internal arrangements of the facade are possibly more interesting than the
visible ones of its wall faces. The spiral stairs within the towers lead to a passage-way in the
thickness of the wall which crosses the front below the sills of the upper aisle-end
windows, and which corresponded to the (lost) section of exterior arcading immediately
above the central portal’s arch. This wall passage also gave access to the passage-ways
through the second stage over the nave arcades. At the junction with the nave arcades,
narrow newel-stairs lead to higher levels — to the original clerestory, to a passage-way
across the west wall at the level of the gable, and to the nave roof eaves: the exits from the
newel-stairs are preserved at all levels on both sides.

The newel-stair leading to the passages in the thickness of the west frontis now entered by
a sizeable doorway opening from the south aisle. As the north-west stair-tower has been
rebuilt with a solid base, itis not certain if there was a corresponding doorway in it: but, as
the facade is symmetrical in all other respects, itis likely that originally there was one at the
end of each aisle. The ample stair-vice [spiral staircase — Ed.], three feet eleven inches
wide, is distinctly larger in scale than the normal stair-vice hidden behind one of the angle
buttresses of a so-called sectional facade. The unusual amplitude of the newel-stairs
explains the unusual prominence of the angle turrets at Rochester; and for this reason,
also, they are more correctly described as stair-towers than turrets. Not surprisingly, the
stairway rises for the full height of the stair-tower and gives access to the aisle roof. Before
that level is reached, however, a wall passage opens to the north, and passes through the
wall at the end of the aisle. A small window to the exterior gives it some light; this window
is opposite a larger opening (inner jamb, two feet three and one-quarter inches wide) that
looks into the aisle. At the end of the nave arcade this passage-way ends in a complex
junction. To the east there is the passage-way that ran through the level of the second
stage of the nave elevation; to the west there are the lowest steps of another stair-vice:
and to the north, not quite on the same axis, there is another passage-way heading across
the west front.

The passage-way leading to the east, over the nave arcades, was clearly built when or
shortly after it was decided neither to vault the aisles nor to provide a wooden floor for the
roof space behind the second stage openings. The scale of these openings suggests that
either a so-called low or a false gallery was originally intended. In each bay, the gallery
opening was designed as a pair of arches with a centre shaft and tympanum; because of
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by or trom mid-century, a Romanesque developme
early Gothic. The Romanesque facade of Hereford
was a prime example before its destruction due
tower in 1786: it is known from several engravings.
another splendid example, though now reduced to
materials available to hand would not seem conduc
displays of arcading prevailed as can be seen in the
mostly built of reused Roman brick.

One can also compare the general decorative intensity of the
remains of numerous projects, mostly in the monastic enclosur
Wibert (1153-67) at Christ Church, Canterbury?'. In addition
arcading, one may also note the richness and variety of geome
arch voussoirs, string-courses, and wall surfaces. The east wall of th
four upper stages of the cathedral’s minor transept stair-turrets

spirit to the work at Rochester. Several nearly identical motifs ar
intersecting arcades rising over lower, chevroned arches; ziz
courses; chevroned roundels. :

In addition to being up-to-date, or even of the avant-garde, with
in architecture within Britain, the designer of the cathedral’s fz
demonstrate awareness of contemporary developments acr
eastern France particularly. Set in the context of a very English
should be, is the exotic sculptural ensemble showing all the nece:
portals of the early Gothic Chuches of the lle-de-France, although
might — or might not — be regarded as characteristic English ¢
observable in the modest dimensions of the portal and reiterated
stingy) number of column figures. Altogether, then, the west
constitutes a paradigm of the most advanced thinking about
cathedral (and the city’s parish church), the display considered
background to ceremonies conducted at entrance, and as a prelude t
behind it. Heavily restored or rebuilt as it is, its design — and F
remains intact. e

Notes ke
1. G. M. Livett, ‘Foundations of the Saxon Cathedral at
(1889), 261, 274-5.
¥ Ibid., 278.

3 The Historical Works of Gervase of Canterbury, ed. Wn
73), 2 vols, London 1879 and 1880, 1, 100. ;

4. G.H.Palmer, The Cathedral Church of Rochester A,

gg’eg /(;istory of the Episcopal See (Bell’s Cathedral Series),
, 30, 36-7. AR
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yet again a successful year for the excursions and visits and thank you Friends for your
continued support and participation.

Although no problems have arisen in our organized activities, your Cou
wise to have standard Terms and Conditions of Excursions agreed.
available for Friends on request or inspection in the Office.

Our April visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral was a very happy occasion. The Fri
did everything possible to ensure we enjoyed the time spent with the
excellent guides and a superb tea served in the imposing Chapter House.
possibly appreciate the cake iced with Eastertide daffodils and ‘Welcome to
Rochester Cathedral’?

I received many letters and comments from Friends telling me how much they were
impressed by the Rouen weekend in May. Indeed it was a lovely experience with many
high teatures including an excellent hotel situated in a good position from which to walk
round the City. The weather was warm and on the Saturday there was a day’s excursionto
Caen and Bayeux. My husband and | visited the Abbaye aux Hommes with the tomb of
William the Conqueror in Caen before journeying on to Bayeux where (probably) most of
the party made their way to see the famous Tapestry. On entry into the Cathedral at
Bayeux one could easily be reminded of our own Cathedral because of many similarities
in architecture. Returning to Rouen we stopped for a short while at a point overlooking
the D-Day landing beaches.

How can one describe the visit to Bec? Perhaps only personally. For me it was the most
beautiful morning spent in picturesque surroundings with the feelings one sometimes has
on the treading of ancient monastic sites — completely unforgettable — as was the Mass
in the Abbey itself.

The last excursion of the year was to Windsor where we were fortunate to have the tour of
St. George’s Chapel enhanced by Mr. W. H. (Bill) Paine, an ex King’s School boy, and one
of our own Friends, as chief guide.
Last, but certainly not least, | look forward to seeing as many of the Friends as possible on
Friends’ Festival Day, 8th June.

Jean Callebaut

Excursions Chairman

ncil has deemed it
Copies are now

ends of St. Paul’s
m by supplying
wWho could not
the Friends of

TREASURER’S REPORT — Year to 28th February
1991

During the year Donations of a record in excess of £63,000, were made to the Dean and
Chapter with the largest single item being £56,286, for phase three of the Central Heating.
Due to the economic climate and high interest rates the funds have been maintained in a
fluid nature awaiting the right time to invest on a more permanent structure.
The accounts presented in the Report are not audited due to the printing deadline date
but audited accounts are available to all Members on request to the Secretary and will be
available at the Annual Meeting.
My grateful thanks to Dudley Moakes and Carole Spencer for their help with maintaining

the Accounting Records. Michael Sinden
Hon. Treasurer
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in the Abbey itself.
Ihe last excursion of the year was to Windsor where we were fortunate to have the tour of
St George’s Chapel enhanced by Mr. W. H. (Bill) Paine, an ex King’s School boy, and one
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During the year Donations of a record in excess of £63,000, were made to the Dean and

Chapter with the largest single item being £56,286, for phase three of the Central Heating.

Due to the economic climate and high interest rates the funds have been maintained in a

fluid nature awaiting the right time to invest on a more permanent structure.

The accounts presented in the Report are not audited due to the printing deadline date

but audited accounts are available to all Members on request to the Secretary and will be

available at the Annual Meeting.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — 1991

May 9th

11th
19th
25th
30th
June 1st
2nd
8th

15th
27th
29th
30th

July 2-4th

7th
13th

August 23-26th

September 7th
14th
15th
22nd
29th

November 1st
9th
10th
16th
21st
30th

December 1st

7th-8th

14th
19th
20th
21st
23rd
24th

25th
29th

Times of Services
Sunday Worship

08.00 Holy Communion (1662)

09.45 Mattins

10.30 Sung Eucharist (Rite A)

15.15 Evensong

ASCENSION DAY — Sung Eucharist
Eucharist
Organ Recital — Gillian Weir

PENTECOST — Evensong and Procession

Organ Recital — Philip Moore
Dickens’ Festival begins

London Festival Orchestra Concert
Dickens” Commemoration Service
Friends’ Festival — Evensong
Organ Recital — Roger Sayer
French Hospital Anniversary Service
King’s School Choral Concert

King's School Speech Day
Ordination of Deacons

Diocesan Church Schools’ Festival
Dartford Area Rotary Club Service
Organ Recital — Barry Ferguson

Norman Festival

King’s School Commemoration Service
Joint Evensong with Choir of Southwell
Battle of Britain Service

Royal Engineers’ Memorial Service
Ordination

All Saints” Day — Eucharist

Royal Marines’ Service

Remembrance Day Service

Rochester Choral Society

St. Cecilia Concert

St. Andrew’s Day Eucharist

Advent Carol Service

Rochester Dickensian Christmas Festivities

Rochester Choral Society Concert
King’s School Carol Service
King’s Prep. School Carol Service
Cathedral Carol Service
Lunchtime Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE — Evensong and Blessing of the Crib

Midnight Sung Eucharist
CHRISTMAS DAY
Christingle Service

Weekday Worship
07.30 Mattins

08.00 Holy Communion
13.00 Tues and Thurs Holy Communion
17.30 Evensong (15.15 Saturday)

18.30 Evening Worship in the Quire

09.15
20.00
20.00
15.15
20.00

19.30
18.30
15.15
20.00
15.15
20.00

10.30

15.15
20.00

11.00
¥5.15
18.30
1119
10.30

20.00
11.00
10.55
19.30
19.30
12.00

18.30

19.30
19.00
14.30
19.30
13.15
15.15
23.30

15.00







