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THE VISITOR

am grateful to the Friends of Roc DA% .
| am | the Friends of Rochester for all their Investment in affection,

time and money. They make an invaluable contribution to the worship and
witness of the Cathedral. May God bless their continuing work.

+Michael Roffen

EDITORIAL

| am writing this editorial in the place of our Editor, Canon Richard Lea who is
on a sabbatical with the Church in South India. We look forward to ’his safe
return,

This 1995/6 Report covers the 60th Anniversary of the Friends' foundation by
Dean Underhill during 1935. To mark this Diamond Jubilee, we try to capture a
picture of life in the Cathedral today through articles by some of those involved
In-its continuing story; from the Bishop, Dean and Friends' Chairman; from
congregational members and from those who enable the Cathedral to fulfil its

mission. There is also a summary of the Friends' history and a note on the major
projects they have funded.

Two further original articles deepen knowledge of the Cathedral's past. This

growing collection is an increasingly important resource. L.J.M.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

In 1935, Dean Francis Underhill, brother of
Evelyn Underhill, the mystic and spiritual
director, founded the Friends of Rochester
Cathedral. In 1937, as their first task, the
Friends re-opened the doorway in the West
Front of the Chapter House. In 1938,
Prebendal House was pulled down, giving
public access to the Cloister Garth, which
had previously been the private garden of
one of the Canons.

The present Dean is probably not the first to
have dreamed about the restoration of the
Chapter House. Indeed plans exist of the
ideas of earlier visionaries.

Nonetheless, last year the Dean and Chapter
agreed an outline proposal to rebuild the
Chapter House as an educational facility and
to restore the Cloister.

We envisaged an extension of the Chapter Library, at gallery level, into the:
remains of the Chapter House, which would itself become a conference room
or lecture theatre, thus providing a much needed resource and, at the same
time, restoring the Chapter House to something of its former significance.

One of the criteria of heritage funding is the restoration of ‘historical integrity’.
Such a project, involving Chapter House and Cloister, would seem to meet that.

As we enter the final phase of the current programme of works to the Fabric, wotz
can begin to contemplate enhancing the interior of the cathedral, in terms
patronage of the Arts.

Moving the Sunday Sung Eucharist into the Nave has encouraged us tOSS
contemplate re-ordering the Nave Sanctuary.

A rood cross or Christus Rex might allow us to introduce more colour, perhgp:
in a Byzantine art form. Reflecting a change of attitude ir_w the c.onservgtlopt
world, we are replicating some of the medieval mural painting in ?he I_'Za
Chapel, initially above the altar to St. Ithamar, thus forming something Ii
baldachino. o
The Friends of Rochester Cathedral are an important support group Iﬂht gralsr
and work of the Cathedral community. In the league table of Epghsh catf-‘;?0 4
they make a disproportionate contribution to our needs, providing some s o’ft
per annum for improvements which could not be met from the resourc
Dean and Chapter. | .
The most striking evidence of their generosity is to be found in the rellﬁ Nl
the interior of the Cathedral, culminating in 1995 in the relighting of the

¢ hii ¢ uc
The most recent stage is the relighting of the restored Crypt Chapel, unto
for centuries, but now revealed in its former glory.
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the upkeep of the Cathedral Garth and financial aecei
establishment within the Cathedral, particularly follo\,;?,ss's;"ﬁ to the
of the new Girls' Choir. I am sure you will all agree that our Fou estak
down upon us’, must be delighted with the achievemens of
culminating in the two aforementioned substantial objectives during the e

Celebrations.

We do hope that as many Friends as possible will attend our Annual Fe =
15th June, full details of which are enclosed. Following the ,--, -
Meeting, we hope to have a short Lecture illustrated with colour slides 8-
of our well known speakers within the Diocese. After Festal Evensong
will be cream teas and our 60th birthday cake will be cut. Please dom
a personal celebration and a tangible act of your appreciation of the Fries
endeavours, it would be marvellous if every existing Friend could enrol anatk
Friend during this year. Please give this some serious thought — or 4
some positive action!

11 —. :;- -

In conclusion on your behalf, | formally and with great pleasure re
sincere thanks to our President, the Very Reverend Edward Shotter (De.
our Vice-President, the Reverend Canon Richard Lea for their help and assistar
during the past year: We also record our gratitude to our Administrative Assista
Mrs. Susan Malthouse for her continued efficiency and loyalty within the Friend
Office; our honorary Secretary, Mrs. Carolyn Foreman, for her continued ha
work and enthusiasm; our loyal Treasurer, Mr. Michael Sinden for his help a
quiet counsel; and finally to the full Council of Friends for their support ar
encouragement and enthusiasm, without which your Council would be unabl
to work together as a highly successful and motivated team. i

Long may all this continue into the next era of the Association of Friends.
look forward to welcoming and joining you on the 15th June 1996.

1A



AN INTERVIEW WITH BISHOP MICHAEL

Bishop Michael kindly gave this interview to
Canon Richard Lea in December 1995 for
the Friends' Report,

Bishop Michael, you are the first Asian Bishop
of an English diocese in modern times. You
have been with us for nearly a year, do you
feel at home now as Bishop of Rochester?

Yes. | think the last Asian bishop in
England was Theodore of Tarsus, and
that's going back a long way. But | see
myself primarily as a bishop in the Church
of God, as indeed all bishops should.

| have found people in this diocese
wonderfully friendly and welcoming.

You haven't been aware of any difficulty in R

your relations with people in the diocese, simply because you are Asian?
| have not been aware of difficulty for thosereasons. There may be difficulties,
as | am sure there are with anyone else, on issues of policy, on theology, on
worship, on questions that have to do with moral behaviour and so on, but
| would expect there to be difficulties on those things.

What special insights do you feel that you can bring to us?

Well the first attitude that a missionary should have, is to learn from the
people among whom he or she is to minister, and | have tried in this first year
to listen more and to talk less. Maybe that is not a perception that has come
over, but | have tried, and | have learnt a very great deal. There is, | think,
some value in a person from outside a culture bringing the gospel to bear on
that culture, because they can see things that people who are enmeshed in
that culture and have there origins there, can't see. To bring a new p_erspective,
in other words, and maybe to notice things that others don't notice.

I am interested that you should see yourself coming here as a missionary. That
might be something of a shock to us natives.

Well I don't see why it should be. For about 25 years, the Church Missionary
Society has been bringing missionaries to thls country, aan | was very much
involved in that in my previous job. The direction of Christian mission has
changed throughout the centuries. First it came from Western Asia to Eurqpe;
then, within Europe, from Britain to the Continent; but then there was a time
when it came back from the Continent to Britain. So | thlqk these d:fectlo.ns
are changing again. As you know there are more Christians now in Asu::i
Africa and Latin America than there are in the North. Atlantic countries, ag
that is bound to have an impact in Chr[stian mission. I.had mhrrll_y s(t’uony
yesterday, a young Korean woman who is a missionary in South Lonaon.

We shall see more and more of this.
5







| have been very impressed with the ¢
somehow manage to bring together this ¢
with a worshipping and witnessing atmo
Anglican cathedrals in this country. | thi

reasons, because there is a sensitivity that one mustn't impose the Christ,

faith on people WhO'COme to use the cathedral for other reasons But l~h(:‘r‘;
may be some room in being a little bit more bold, and in haviﬁi;, Christian
Iit(,.-raturc,‘exhnhnions and access to worship, more clearly available lln
Chartres Cathedral, for example, from time to time there is an invitation over
the amplification system for people to worship in some part of the cathedral
And tourists who are milling around can then, if they want to, go and join a.
short period of worship, and they are reminded that this is a place of prayer.

In some English cathedrals people are invited to stop and pray together wherever
they may be, perhaps every hour. Do you look favourably on that?

Yes indeed | do. I've not come across it. That would be excellent. I'm not

saying that everyone should be forced to do it, but if there were to be

opportunities in some part of the cathedral where people could go to pray,
that would be fine.

athedrqls in France, where they
ommunity aspect of their presence
sphere, which sometimes | miss in
nk it's missing sometimes for good

Could I ask you about relations between the cathedral and the rest of the diocese.
Are you happy about those?

Well, that is the third aspect of the cathedral as community. It's a community
in itself; it's related to the wider community; and of course it's related to the
community of the diocese. | think there is a mutuality here. On the one
hand, a cathedral has enormous resources from which a diocese can benefit.
One particular matter in my mind at this time, which | haven't mentioned to
you, is that some Roman Catholic dioceses in this country have identified a
member of the cathedral staff as a kind of musical co-ordinator for the diocese,
and it seems to me that this is something that we could perhaps emulate.

The other side to it is that a cathedral should to some extent reflect the
different concerns of the diocese — in social responsibility, in liturgy, in mission.
Rochester does this admirably. But because of the peculiar separation of
cathedral from bishop (which is part of the history of the Church of England),
there is a danger that it might not do so. As you know there are examples
around, where this is not happening. So | am concerned that, however the
Howe Report is implemented, this aspect of the cathedral's life should be

prominent.

Could you say something of how you see the cathedral developing over the

next decade? .
| am very encouraged by some developments which | ga_ther are quite recent,
such as the way in which the main services are now being held in the navr:a,
and the way in which they're done. | thm!< it's good that it mvolvesdtbe
people, it is visible, and yet it retains its quality. I'm also very encouragi. );
the plan to have a proper baptistery in one of the transepts. Those t mg
indicate that the cathedral community is very much awake to the needs
around it.






WORSHIP AND MUSIC

When we study the past, we find plenty of
evidence of extraordinary events, but rather
less of the ordinary ones. The things that
happen every day are not interesting at the
time, and are therefore not recorded. But they
often gather interest as time passes.

All this is true in the sphere of church worship
and music. We can find only scraps of
evidence of what cathedral worship was like
in the past. We know that the Book of
Common Prayer was used for three hundred
years, but there is a lot more to a church
service than mere liturgy. There is the
temperature of the building, the hardness of
the seats, the audibility of the ministers, the
behaviour of the children, the stewards, the
vergers, the choir, the pace of the hymns, the
competence of the clergy, the quality of the sermons, and many other non-
liturgical details which contribute a great deal to our assessment of a church
service.

So | set out here a description of the worship in Rochester Cathedral in 1996,
which might be of interest to future generations, as things now change so fast.

THE SUNDAY SUNG EUCHARIST

Edward Shotter succeeded John Arnold as Dean in January 1990. At that time,
the Sung Eucharist was held in the quire. Various minor changes were made; in
particular the altar was moved closer to the people. But in September 1992, the
whole service was moved into the nave.

This step had been mooted earlier, not least by Bishop David Say. The argument
was that the nave was the natural concourse for large services, and that was
therefore where the principal service should be held. It was felt to be odd ?hat
visitors could walk into an empty nave on a Sunday morning, while the principal
liturgy was hidden away up in the quire. It was claimed, however, that the
music establishment had vetoed the move, as they were much more Fomfortable
in the quire, where they had plenty of space for themselves and their books etc.
But for three consecutive years, in the summer months of 1992, 1993 and 1994,

the quire was redecorated internally forcing us into the nave.
(N.B. Please note that choir refers to the singers and quire to the part of the
building in which they sing). ] .

This did the trick. The Organist (Barry Ferguson) discovered to hls.surprlseltha;
he quite liked it. He particularly liked having the congregation in one b'?ﬁ
rather than three, because occasionally he needed to cue them lnnde
congregation had mixed feelings; some liked it, others came.rOl‘Jngi tma» ‘ Vﬁ, X
others resigned themselves to it. The boarders \from the King's School « :

g

Richard Lea, Precentor




actually say anything, but now come almost ey
the first and last Sundays of the term).

At the same time, various other changes were made. A series of ,
booklets were produced, with an order of service for eac ustomizeg

4 o P h Seas i
congregation stopped singing the creed once a month, but - o0n; thig
Kyries every Sunday. started singing the

The Nave Altar and the Choir

The Dean & Chapter wanted to order the Nave in a way that would be syifapi.
for most major liturgical occasions. In particular, we wanted to find 3 permmtabl
home for the altar, if we possibly could. In the quire, we had used a peri :?e[u
altar. It was wheeled out for the Sung Eucharist, then wheeled away agaiﬂ a(;tt'.
the service, leaving not a wrack behind. There was no sense of a sanctuary, g:
sacred space, around it. Indeed, the congregation had to push past it to rez’ic"?
the rail at the high altar, where communion was administered %
unsatisfactory arrangement. A permanent altar, with a sanctuary around it, like
the now-almost-unusable high altar, makes a clear statement about the primary
purpose of the cathedral.

ery Sunday (instead of only :
on

the Liturgical Commission and Bishop of Salisbury. He attended a consultation
with the cathedral congregation in October 1993, and a long process of:
experimentation began.

When we first moved into the nave, we found the altar on the platform, which
had been built for it in the sixties. It was high up and clearly visible, but rather
a long way away from the congregation. Furthermore, the congregation was.
separated from the altar by the choir.

This time-honoured arrangement was perfectly satisfactory when Sunday Mattins
was the principal service of the week, and the altar was only required as a
distant place from which the blessing might be given. But for a Sung Eucharist,
the altar needs to be more visible and the choir less.
There is only one solution, which it is to be found in all cathedrals whereht_h~
Fucharist is celebrated in the nave, and that is that the choir must go behind
(east of) the altar. .
To begin with, therefore, we simply swapped them round. We put the choir on
the platform, and the altar on a wooden dais on the floor of the nave,
somewhat ironically, it used to be before the stone platform was built.

: ‘ i i i timation), SO W€
This gave the choir too much prominence (even in their own es N
havegmoved them on to the floor at the foot of the platform, in two b_lock.s fa:clz
inwards, and placed the clergy on high (having finally overcome their reticent=s

Administration of Communion

The administration of communion has been unsatisfactory ever Slnf}::eft'
came here. | have already referred to arrangements in thg qum;, v:anothe-
liturgy was celebrated at one altar, but communion administered a 2
When the service moved to the nave, this particular problem was s

10



There was only one altar, and communicants knelt at a portable raijl

But when the nave altar was moved west, there w
kneeling rail, without losing several rows of seats.
the altar towards the congregation, and then m
from the altar! So we began to experiment, and h
in front of the altar. Communicants file past the m
with the bread and the wine.

as no longer any room for the
There was no point in moving
oving the congregation away
ave ended up with two stations
inisters, who remain stationary

The main advantage of this is that it requires no furniture. Since space is restricted,
the Dean and Chapter attaches much importance to this. The main disadvantage,
however, is that Anglicans like to receive communion kneeling (however
disinclined they may be to kneel at any other point in the service). But we are

not the first cathedral to administer in this way, and perhaps in another sixty
years, it will no longer be an issue.

A Description of the Liturgy

We use the Alternative Service Book, Rite A (1980), and our hymnal is Ancient
& Modern New Standard (1983). According to the cathedral statutes, the Dean
is entitled to preach ten times a year and the Residentiary Canons five times
each. The remaining 22 Sunday sermons are allocated between the Bishop, the
Bishop Suffragan, 24 honorary Canons, the Succentor, the 6 Honorary Priest
Vicars, the Headmaster and various other eminent divines. The mathematically
inclined will deduce from this that few of the latter preach every year, and that
no sermon bears any relation to any other.

The service begins with a processional hymn, during which the choir and clergy
wind their way down the south aisle and up the centre aisle. The hymn is not
announced. The congregation is expected to discover the hymn number from a
leaflet which gives all the details of the service, and the notices for the week.

The choir move to their chairs behind the altar; the three clergy to their seats on
the platform. At the end of the hymn, the president of the liturgy welcomes the
congregation and begins the service. We have three readings: a lay person reads
the Old Testament lesson from a lectern in front of the congregation on the
south side; one of the clergy (the epistoler/sub-deacon) reads the New Testament
lesson; the gospeller/ deacon reads the gospel from the body of the nave. The
sermon is preached from the pulpit, and lasts about 12 minutes. Some of the
clergy are more audible than others.

We all say the creed. The intercessions are led by lay people on alternate Sundays.

After the Peace (which is shared among the congregation, and particularly
beloved of the choristers as it provides a brief opportunity to wander about with
impunity) the clergy move down from their eleyated position to the altar f0{ t:h:;:
Offertory and the Eucharistic Prayer. Communion is qdmlnlstered as dﬁscrlhe.
above. The clergy return to the platform for the blessing, then fqllow t he C 0|:
out during the recessional hymn, moving through the congregation to the wes
end.

: : 4 : o
Th i oire of well over 20 settings, including Ashfle_ld, Byrd,
DaerkSe,h (F)tlerrghuassc;,rﬁg?vr\t/ood, Haydn, Howells, Jacl;son, !relapd,\l}anglals, Mold,
Mozart, Piccolo, Radcliffe, Shaw, Stanford, Sumsion, Victoria, Vierne.
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the New English Hymnal) follows, then the psalms of the
abbreviate the diet of psalmody prescribed by the Praye '
Monday or Tuesday. The Canon in Residence re i
the next most senior Canon reads the second.

day. We sometimes
T Book, especially on a
ads the first lesson: the Dean, or

After the anthem, the Succentor reads some prayers and says the grace. The
choir and clergy lead out, the Choir is dismissed by the Dean or Canén in

Residence. Parents appear to collect the choristers, and exchange news while
the boys change.

SUNDAY MATTINS

Mattins was once sung every day in most cathedrals. Now it is sung on Sundays
only in less than half of them.

We have retained Mattins, but it is slightly abbreviated. It begins at 9.45 in the
Quire and has to be over by 10.20 at the latest, as the Sung Eucharist begins at
10.30 in the Nave. The psalmody, readings and anthem are abbreviated and the
Venite sometimes omitted, but the other canticles (usually the Benedictus and
the Te Deum) are given their full value. It has its own peculiar congregation.

THE CHOIRS

Roger Sayer took over from Barry Ferguson in September 1994, having been his
assistant for five years. With a new organist as well as a new Dean, there have
been many changes, of which the most notable is the foundation of our Girls'
Choir in September 1995. This is a real milestone in the life of the music
establishment, and indeed of the cathedral, for in a single stroke it does three
significant things:

a) It opens up to girls a privilege restricted hitherto to boys;

b) it forges new links between the cathedral and a variety of local schools;

c) it is open to any girl who can sing well, irrespective of her parents'
income.

The Cathedral Auxiliary Choir, which was founded in 1957 and sang onqlly
every Sunday at the 6.30 service, has been exchanged for a Special Choir, which
sings occasionally. Many members of the Auxiliary Choir tra_nsferred (after re-
audition) to the Special Choir, so the new choir has a familiar look to it. The
6.30 service has been discontinued, having long ceased to attract the
congregation for which it was established.

The Girls' Choir was founded in response to a general movement among English
cathedrals, beginning at Salisbury. Various models exist. Ours is a voluntary
choir, drawing in girls between the ages of 8 apd 14 from the surrounding S|chc;]ol§,
including the King's School, which supplies all the boys. The Glrlls1 Choir
presently sings Evensong on Wednesdays by themselves. Itis plan-nedI that onclei
a month, they will sing on a Saturday with the Lay Clerks. They will also sing a
weekend services in July, in a specially made four part choir.

But the Cathedral Choir will remain the principal choir. It sings for al?qoqt 33}
weeks of the year. The remaining weeks are covered by the otheli two ¢ o;r;i(r)n
the cathedral, plus a number of visiting choirs. Outside the schoo }efrm: V;r i
to cover every weekend; and in August we have a‘suessBioR S
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Cathedral music is like a costly ointment, and the
maintain it in the face of the

church.

re will always be

a struggle
many other urgent dem ggle to

ands that confront the

Our appeal will demonstrate our resolve to maintain the hard-won reputation

for (‘X.('(‘”(fﬂ( e for which English cathedral choirs are world-famous. It is our
intention that Rochester should he among the best,

COMPTROLLER — PIM 1996*

There are two areas of particular interest in
the otherwise rather unprepossessing
Medway Towns. The first is the former Naval
Dockyard, so long hidden behind tall walls.
The second, and much more important, is
the area encompassing the Cathedral, the
Castle and their immediate environs.

During a first career of 322 years in the Royal
Navy | spent only 20 weeks in Chatham, 10
of which were during the very severe winter
of 1963 when there was little incentive to
move from the comfort of 'HMS PEMBROKE’

It was therefore with a very limited
knowledge of the area and considerable
trepidation that | started my second career M
in August 1992 as Comptroller of Rochester Cathedral.

Jill and | had visited Rochester only once before the final selection process.

We drove up from Portsmouth on a Sunday morning. After getting thoroughly
lost in Strood we eventually found the bridge. The streets of Rochester were
exceptionally lively and full of music and dancing. This is an unusual City we
thought as we tried to find somewhere to park.

We went into the Cathedral. The Nave was in semi darkness and empty of
people. The doors to the East End were closed and patrollgd by effucuent bl_Jt
friendly looking gentlemen in dark red collars. The sound of lively African music
could be heard coming from the Quire. This is an unusual Cathedral we thought
as we went outside and followed the signs to the St. Andrew's Visitors Centre
which promised all sorts of things. It was closed.

Some considerable time afterwards we realised that we had ghosen. t-he Sunday
of the Sweeps Festival to visit: a Sunday which coincided with a v_ls!t.from o;:r
twin Diocese of Harare. But where was any link between the activities in the
City and those in the Cathedral?

Chris Hebron

f
IR Y

*PIM — navalese for ‘position and intended movement’, a feP‘I”" Wh'csf;,;”snegd;f,
be made regularly by ships at sea. Its use here has been stolen ur;a i
from the late Admiral Sir Michael Le Fanu who used it in a series of spa
written annual reports when he was First Sea Lord.
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contractors and a large number of expert conservationists. |t j

. : - R is als
forget that all this work cost more than £400,000, some of it grants frog"n Eéisy;'tﬁ
Heritage but most of it raised by Rochester 2000 and the Friends i

And the surrounding properties? The Cathedral now has a shop in the High
street, a shop which, in the Dean's words, is a window into the Cathedral frogm
the High Street and a window from the Cathedral into the High Street. There is
a new education centre which meets all fire and safety regulations. It is not as
large as Mary Hawes (the Education Officer) would like, and indeed deserves
but is a great improvement on anything that existed before and was financed b);
the Dean and Chapter from the Cathedral's own limited resources. Deanery
Cate 1s now home to the Diocesan Board of Education and the South East Institute
for Theological Education. It is a Grade 1 listed building and so the conversion
was a particularly fascinating one: for example 1.5 km of wiring and pipework
had to be concealed under floors, behind panelling and within walls.

Ihe Refectory has been modernised with the help of a generous grant from the
City Council and the award last year of a silver medal from the Council for
exemplary standards of food and hygiene and a healthy eating award sponsored
by all the Health Authorities in Kent demonstrate that our Refectory is achieving
the high standard to be looked for in all Cathedral activities.

Encompassed within this work have been a number of never-to-be-forgotten
moments; watching David Perry meticulously reveal fraction by fraction the
blue-green background on the Wheel of Fortune — a background which had not
been seen by the human eye for perhaps 500 years; standing on the scaffolding
in the North Quire Transept with Martin Caroe and Dave Baker and realising
that we were looking at a small fragment of the original painted pattern on the
ribs of the vaults — a pattern now splendidly recreated on all the ribs; standing
on the first floor over the Deanery Gate arch with the uncovered smoke blackened
roof timbers above me, the stone spiral staircase which is normally concealed
by the fireplace revealed, and realising that | could visualise with enormous
clarity the work of the medieval gatekeeper. Time almost warped! The rediscovery
of the broken Victorian drains under Ithamar Chapel and the resulting very
human if rather self indulgent feeling of smugness that there could be some
substance to my doubts about the various elegant explanations by experts for
the smell in Ithamar. But above all there is the extraordinary feeling of peace
which descends on the Cathedral at dusk during the winter months. The builders
have finished for the day, the school parties have left, worn out after an'exc!tmg
day learning something of the Christian faith — many of them for the first time.
rhe visitors have departed. Then an extraordinary calm descends before the
evening's activities get under way. It is quite my favourite time in the Cathedral.

‘Position and intended movement’ requires one to look forward.. At the time of
writing work is well under way in the Ithamar Chapel which will emerge later
this year looking as it never has before. It has to be remembered that.for at least
100 years until about 1880 it had no glass in the windows and until 1900 the
floor was beaten earth. An exciting development will be the re-creation of tP:je
medieval vault paintings over the altar alongside the cleaned and conserved,

17 | i
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FDUCATION AND VISITS

sometimes it seems that the Education and
Visits Department is rather like a bran-tub at
the village fete! You know what is supposed
to be init, but you have no idea what order
things will emerge! Here's what came out of
the tub one quiet week back in March 1995,

Monday

08.30 Getto the office. No train delays today.
lime for a coffee before the weekly Staff
Meeting. At the Staff Meeting we agree any
new bookings which are in the Cathedral

Diary, and try to spot any potential clashes
of events before it's too late!

On my way back to the Education Centre, |
stop to chat with Georgina and Doris, the
Monday morning Welcomers. They never
cease to amaze me with their cheerfulness.

11.00 Ruth Hill arrives at the Education Centre. She has been asked to give a
talk about Rochester to her synagogue and wants to understand something of
the life and work of the Cathedral. She watches one of the audio-visuals, ‘Life
and Worship’, and then we chat about the differences between Judaism and
Christianity. I suddenly realise how much | take the ‘jargon’ of Cathedral life for
granted. It's good to have to try and explain it to someone else!

I'he rest of the day is fairly routine — mail to be opened, telephp_ne calls to be
answered, a chance to talk to volunteers about the school activities later in the
week.

Mary Hawes

Tuesday
Four schools are due in today — a total of 200 children, aged from 5-12. Anne
Carter and | organise the programmes for schools. They can choo.se from };:
variety of activities, worksheets and audio-visuals, so that the day fits in wit
the curriculum areas which they are studying. e
One group of 12 year olds is watching a programme about the Catheﬁiral s;ollje
and worship before using a worksheet to explore the Cathed(rﬁl. A?ot irkfé ang
is taking part in the monastic role-play, dressing up as r_Te e t??g RHaraE
learning something of their life, before taking a vow of silence in

Chapel. :

School groups come from as far away as !—lertford_shlre to sEegd l?s(lji?tll (?;ﬁtgﬁ
Cathedral. With 18,000 children ayearta}klng.pamnthe Cat (\e,vrr\aen up to 450
programme, it can get very busy, especially in the SULIIE citing to see the
children a day can be coming to the Cathedral!_ But lﬁslexbuildigng oertlie
children glimpse something of God as they come into 4 JEEK :

for the very first time.

In the evening, Anne Carter represents the Cathedr
19
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e

Tourism Consortium, a group of local tourist attractions

area. . 8

Wednesday

I'm at Gatwick Airport for a Tourist Board Meeting. Al
tourist attraction, the Cathedral attracts the most tourists in R
part of the South East of England Tourist Board gives us access to o
as well as keeping us up to date with developments in the tourism

Meanwhile, back at the Cathedral, Anne Carter and Allan Armitage a8
volunteers, are looking after two schools whose pupils are dressing .
and using Cathedral worksheets. ;

Thursday 3

Three schools visiting today. As it's a Thursday we must make sure th; <
not in the Cathedral during the lunchtime Eucharist. A King's School ¢
rehearsal is taking place, but the monks keep their vow of silence and g¢
having had a chance to experience a completely different world from
own. A
Friday

No schools visiting today — instead it's a training day for the Cathedral Welco

Some 35 volunteers freely give their time to stand at the West Door o
Cathedral, greeting the thousands of visitors we receive each year. This
season meeting is a chance to renew friendships, talk about 1S
the Cathedral and learn a little more about the art of welcoming. Tox
programme includes a Guided Tour of the Cathedral and four speakers w
talking about how to welcome people with disabilities ranging from lie

sight to cerebral palsy. It's a fascinating morning, which leaves us all fe y
that we have a lot more to learn. B

The end of the week — and | haven't had a chance to mention the )
Guides who give their time to help groups of visitors enjoy the history 4
spirituality of the Cathedral; the Cathedral Chaplains who come in the
to be available to talk and pray with visitors; the school teachers who cc
in-service training days; the work which goes into organising the C
programme for Dickens weekends.

The work of the Education and Visits Department is certainly varied, with
constant challenge of presenting the Cathedral in terms of Christian he
and mission. And the last three years of being part of it have been quité
education! .

FROM AN HONORARY CANON Martin Baddel

7

| well remember my first visit to the Cathedral on a dark afternoon in 1974 2
accompanying Dean Stanley Betts to Evensong before I joined the Fou
| suppose | remember its being dark because the Quire seemed then to
darker than it is now. With all the cleaning that has taken place, the Cat
now a much lighter place. Some of you will remember the Cathedral fromm
further back than I do and you will have seen many changes. Somewhere (N2
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Dickens describes the view into the Cathedral
from outside the West Door as ‘looking down
the dark throat of time’. Well, it doesn't seem
so dark now! But what impression of
Christian life and Light does the Cathedral
give our casual visitors?

Long beforethe Visitors' Centre was planned,
| can remember asking the Administrative
Chapter about making some provision for
Christian Education and Canon Hoffman
saying that such education ought to be
related to the building our visitors were
coming to see. What is a font for and how
might it be made more prominent to indicate
the importance of Baptism? How might the
building itself be made more welcoming to
those who came? The Chapter gave me £13
with which to start! What sum is made available to day for education? We
produced at very low cost two tape slide shows about the work and history of
the Cathedral and also, with the help of some visitors from other countries,
some very cheap introductory guides in various languages. Later it was amusing
to hear criticism of the translations made by nationals, and commendation of
the one kindly provided by a local modern languages teacher! And then Derek
Palmer arrived and the Cathedral Shop and Visitors' Centre took off and | hope
nave made a contribution to the life and work of the Foundation. Do we realise
what a hurdle it must be for so many people to enter a place of worship?

or that is what the Cathedral is above all. And it is the knowledge .that the
psalms and daily worship have been offered here over the centuries which puts
Js in our place and makes us realise into what an inheritance we have entered.
'he Eucharist in the early morning in the crypt in particular is something | shgll
1lways remember as well as the daily duties carried out by our Vergers; worship
and daily duties so often taken for granted.

| remember that | have been asked to write about the Cathedral fTOm th? i
>f view of the Honorary Canons; a difficult task as we are all so different! Some
like Michael Bourdeaux with his great work on the qhurches of Eastern Europﬁ
and Russian at Keston College, or myself linked.w!th the .Cathedralft rot;ﬁe
theological education within the diocese; the majority, parish clgr%Y ro(r)r; the
diocese who, by their membership of the Greater Chap?e'r, remin us’des i
place of the Cathedral in the Diocese, and the opportunities .thls F?r(();wthedral
the Cathedral to make members of the Diocese realise that thﬁflslﬂ}elrrshiring in
with all its history and its opportunities, if we are fountl G

God's Mission today.

'n the north transept look at the carved heads — see
think I once counted about 30 and no, this counting wa
sermon! Did the carvers of long ago portray _memb?és c:)u put t
Visitors of their day in this way? Whose portraits would Y
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don't expect that the wooden carvings on the ceiling of the
members of past Chapters, but who knows? The coloyr makcrosg,inu wl
and perhaps more colour is something that will €S them

: appear in daYS to ot ‘,‘;,
A Cathedral ought to be a place of welcome just as the Gospel is ..
How might our Cathedral keep extending its welcome, of at?ne ofw"l_
welcome? Many Honorary Canons assist with this gospel task of?,:s} 1S stylo
so many others. Perhaps there's room for still more and this is on cicome S (
educational work of the Cathedral could involve more members :fv:,ay that
because the Honorary Canons remind us that t the diog

he Cathedral doesp' _
to those who live in its neighbourhood. sn tbelong
)

A MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION He

Most of my experience of the Church has |l v
been in a parish. Since my confirmation at
the age of twelve, | have been actively
involved in seven parishes, and Rochester
Cathedral is the second Cathedral to which |
have belonged. My reflections are, therefore,
centred around, first, the differences one finds
between the parish and the Cathedral as
institutions, and, second, the hopes and
expectations of an ordinary member of the
Cathedral congregation.

ather Sincl

N

Some people think of the Cathedral as being : .
a big parish church, perhaps even a ‘super’ parish church. I think that they wil
be disappointed because, to my mind, there are some essential differences whi
contribute to the strengths and weaknesses of both. The parish churchis, by it
very nature, local. It influences and is influenced by local people, !oca.l issues
local prejudices and needs. Indeed, the phrase, ‘to be parochial’, hlghl!ghm e
tendency towards insularity and introspection which one often finds wnt.hln pari_,
communities. Wider issues and global concerns very often hold a minor plact
in normal parish life.

On the other hand, the parish, as a small and local unit, has the ability, which!
often fulfils, of being welcoming and friendly. It has the chance to grea
loving and caring ‘community of the faithful to give support to those in
within its boundaries, to cater for the tastes and social and spiritual desires @
the few. As a result, much depends on those “faithful few’ to be totally commi ‘
to the parish's ongoing life; to be tireless in their atteqdance, support and
that the parish machine be kept well-oiled and running. From the PaSCha oty
rota to the Patronal Festival revels, ALL depends on those same parnshlon j
headed, ideally of course, by an enthusiastic, pastoral, hard-working Vicar €
Rector, preferably backed up by a willing spouse!

The Cathedral is different. Situated locally, it is also central and' thus inCll'JSd:
its life and as its function, not only the worshipping congregation, buta ,
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City, the Diocese, and the world at large, not least in the shape of i

thousands of visitors. It will host great occasions, attract [}rk-s;]i’)(i ”f- i
and preachers, venture into controversial areas of concern .)rf' ‘n‘us ?“’""“‘"’“
wide perspective. ', present a world-

On the other hand, as a large unit within the community, the €
be in danger of not presenting such a welcoming or frie;ully fa
good parish. It is more difficult for a Cathedral to create the
faithful” and to help each person to fulfil his or her role '
To be sure, there are those who gravitate towards the anonymity of a Cathedral
for whatever reason, and these too, need to be catered for. An exam‘ple fro;n
Harare Cathedral springs to mind. The need was felt and expressed, for a group
to be formed for lone mothers in the congregation, of whom there were 4
considerable number. I doubt that one would find so many feeling at home and
expressing such a need in the average parish set-up. There are also those in a
Cathedral congregation who do not want to be particularly involved: those who
do not want to feel that everything which happens depends on them. Indeed, it
comes as a relief to discover, as | have done both in Harare and Rochester, that
there are many within the Cathedral community who are competent and willing
to play their part in the various aspects of its life, without coercion. And, what
freedom not to be constantly harassed by lack of funds!

What then, are the hopes and expectations for the Cathedral of an ordinary
member of the congregation, like me?

First, the Cathedral must be a place where excellence is found. Rochester, to
me, measures up very well in this respect. The music is superb, the organisation
of services, in general, of a high standard, the upkeep of the buildings admirable.
One hopes for and receives, pleasing satisfaction in all those respects, and
doubtless, others will be able to make their own list.

Secondly, the Cathedral must be accepting and welcoming to iFs visitors, and
Rochester's Education department under Mary Hawes' leadership, goes a long
way to fulfilling this task. Harare Cathedral considered its ministry to visitors a
priority and, though there was, and still is, a chronic shortgge of clergy, the
priest on duty rota each day was seen and noticeable, rather I.|ke ’thg Bobby on
the beat’. As an extension of this concern, global and national issues must
continue to be addressed within the Cathedral, even though they might be
controversial. The Cathedral has a particular duty in this respect a_nd should not
be intimidated. Remember, the Cathedral is not a ‘bigger’ parish: its role is
different.

Having said all that, in my view the most important
provide a ‘home’ for all who come. Home is import
we are a casual unbelieving visitor or a fully commlltte
need to know that, within its walls we are ‘at home". e DY lncas
| have come home to Rochester. My earliest Christian nurture was mI ﬂ'\ls :gat ir;
I have travelled far and | have now returned to my spiritual home. 3 tooseoches’tef
various ways, that experience will become real for all who com

Cathedral.

athedral might
ce as does the
‘community of the
within that community,

aspect of Cathedral life is to
ant to all of us and, whether
d ‘paid-up member’, we
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BISHOPS OF ROCHESTER AT WESTMINSTER

Unlike most of the cathedrals throughout the country, it j

surprising that at Rochester the only monument to Al
is that to Bishop John Warner (died 1666), the work of the
Crown, Joshua Marshall. In fact, Warner was the last bis
Rochester Cathedral. This needs an explanation for, after al|
were well known — Bishop Thomas Sprat (died 171 5) {
(died 1713 N.S.), Bishop Joseph Wilcocks (died 1 756)
(died 1774), among them. All of these bishops are com
Abbey, with monuments by some of the foremost sculptors of their i
their monuments are to be found in the Abbey is th
rich See, during the later 17th century and almost the whole of the 18th ce
the Bishops of Rochester were also appointed to the Deanery of Wesmf‘:
This, of course, gave them a reasonable income, and a town house in ad
to their palace out in the country at Bromley. :

John Dolben (1625-1686)

John Dolben who succeeded
Bishop Warner in 1666, was
the first bishop to be
appointed Dean of
Westminster as well. He
became Archbishop of York
in 1683, dying shortly
afterwards in 1686, and is
buried in the Minster where
there is a large monument in
the south choir aisle. He is
represented in a semi-
reclining position against a
contrasting marble
background on which are
cherubs on a cloud.
Unfortunately, there is no
record of the sculptor.

Thomas Sprat (1635-1713)

Thomas Sprat, Dean of
Westminster in 1683,
became Bishop of Rochester
in 1685 after Dolben's
successor, Francis Turner,
had been translated to
become Bishop of Ely. Sprat
died in 1713 and a large, but
relatively simple archi-
tectural monument to him

! e

a bishop after &;ﬁaps
Master-pm
hop o be
1, several of the
, Bishop Francis
and Bishop Zachary |
memorated in We

at, as Rochester w,

Fig 1. Bishop Thomas Sprat, by Francis
24 3




was put up in the Abbey's chapel of St. Nicholas, b
Dr. John Freind (Fig.1). However, when Robert Ad
large monument to tf:je Dichess of Northumberlan
memorial was moved to the western portion of the south i i

and sculptor was Francis Bird who, besides executing or:fm\é(: ?ri)lﬁ.urnh:n(tjeélgnr?r
Abbey, was responsible for much work on St. Paul's Cathedral for Sir Chrizt'n :1 .
Wren, notably the sculpture in the pediment of the west front depictinopther
Conversion of St. Paul. Also commemorated on Bishop Sprat's monument?s h'e
son Thomas (died 1720), Canon of Westminster, and Archdeacon and Canon (I)Sf
Rochester. The Bishop was a founder Fellow of The Royal Society, of which he
wrote a history of the Society's foundation and aims. The monume'nt consists of
a tablet with a lengthy Latin inscription, within an architectural frame and a
coat of arms at the top, with another at the base. A close inspection of the
incised inscription reveals that the letter-cutter employed by Francis Bird made
several mistakes of spelling, which had to be rubbed down and recut. In the
Bodleian Library, Oxford (MS. North, C11, F.222) is an interesting insight into
Bird's lettering. A mason writing to Lord North in 1770 about another monument,
stated that he would recut the inscription for one penny a letter ‘as it should be
done, which is what ye old one never was, nor indeed any of those things
performed as they ought to be in Mr. Bird's shop from my knowledge’.

It will be remembered that Sprat was attached to the Jacobite cause, and during
the reign of Queen Anne was falsely accused of plotting to dethrone her. This
was due to a treasonable paper that had been found in a flower-pot at Bromley
alace, but Sprat was able to clear his name by proving that the signature had
heen a forgery.

y the physician and chemi

. emist,
am in about 1777 designed a
din that chapel, Bishop Sprat's
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Fig 2. Gravestone of Bishop ~Atterbury
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Francis Atterbury (1662-1732)

Dean Sprat was succeeded by the controversial and Jacobite f
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford. Although he assisted at the cor fancis
, Atterbury had attempted to engineer the proclamation of thé%}uoh

James IIl. For this he was sent to the Tower of London, deprived ? Pret,e"der
and sent into perpetual exile in 1723. He died in Paris in 1732 0_ a(:l his off;
request, buried in the Abbey ‘as far from Kings and Caesars a'sat;: at his ¢
permit of". Bishop Atterbury does not have any monument exce tfe Shace wjj
marble grave-slab in the floor of the south nave aisle, at the wégﬁ e,?éhls black

Dean Stanley refers to an early and vague tradition that there wag 4 se i r
in the Deanery used by Bishop Atterbury for his Jacobite meetings. ‘In (1::3& b
wrote, ‘on the removal of a slight partition, there was found a long.em | 6? '8
behind a fireplace, reached by a rude ladder, perfectly dark, and c%yacb?s "
holding eight or ten persons, but which, as far back as the memory oftheF;nme 3
of the Deanery extended, had never been explored . . . In this chamber
may have harboured the conspiracy of Abbot Colchester against Henry'lv Itcr,
probable that Atterbury was concealed in plotting against George I, g

Samul Bradford (1652- i
1731)

Atterbury, while still

incarcerated in the Tower,
was followed as Bishop of
Rochester by the Bishop of
Carlisle, Samuel Bradford, in
1723, who was appointed to
the Deanery of Westminster
at the same time. During his
period at Westminster, the
Order of the Bath was
revived, and Bradford :
became its first Dean. He 4l oy

died in 1731, and was buried § ‘
in the north transept, on the
south wall of which is his
monument by the sculptor
Sir Henry Cheere, Bart.
(Fig.3).

Unlike today, Westminster
Abbey was formerly
surrounded by houses, and
Henry Cheere leased from
the Dean and Chapter one of
them, between the Abbey
and St. Margaret's Church,
and it was here that he had

Altey: :
of GB: .,

Fig 3. Bishop Samuel Bradford, by Sir Henry -
Cheere
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set up his sculptor’s yard probably in the Jate 172
one of the earliest of Cheere's works, and consi “ Bra‘dford's S i
the inscription in Latin, against a background of

i : n La _ grey mar
pedxmf:ﬂf_‘v’f which is a_shleld of arms, a mitre and ﬂ):)ral sbIrE;, Surglounted 2
the Star of the Order of the Bath between spra Ml

ys of palm-|
joseph Wilcocks (1673-1756) Saves,

Bishop Bradford, was succeeded as Bisho
in 1731 by Joseph Wilcocks, Bishop of
at Westminster, Wilcocks instituted extensive repairs to the building, and

commissioned the completion of the two
; western towers fro i
Hawksmoor. His monument, BEE e m Nicholas

when he died in 1756, is
another by Sir Henry Cheere
and is more elaborate than
that to Bishop Bradford.
Cheere was perhaps one of |
the earliest sculptors in this
country to introduce a
variety of coloured marbles
and this is apparent in this
memorial, which is of white
and red marbles (though
slightly damaged in part).
F It consists of a
ient which has an
ed cornice and bowed
enclosing pedestals
which are small figures of
aith and Hope. In front,
within an oval, is a sculpted
representation of the Abbey
from the north-west, showing
the new towers (Fig.5).
Above are two cherubs, one
of whom reads the epitaph
lettered on a scroll held by

the other. Behind is a crozier, . _— " e
mitre, cap and books, with, ~ Fig 4- Bishop Josepgh\e’\g::mkso by Si ry

above, a cartouche of arms, :
from which spread festoons of flowers. In 1734 Cheere had been a!sotftesculpwf_ it
of all the decorative carving on the south-west tower. The songf Bmpéf" g i
later bequeathed a painting of the Abbey by Canqleﬁo an ‘?t ! thE _

Wilcocks by the sculptor Michael Rysbrack. The painting is St iRt (A€
at Westminster, but there is no bust. It might have been sgntm

recent search has not revealed any trace of it. There are S€

sir Henry Cheere in Kent, at Chislehurst St. Nichola.f» Otic
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set up his sculptor's yard probably in the late 1720s. Br
one of the earliest of Cheere's works, and consists of :
the inscription in Latin, against a background of gre
pediment in which is a shield of arms, a mitre and f
the Star of the Order of the Bath between sprays of

Joseph Wilcocks (1673-1756)

Bishop Bradford, was succeeded as Bisho

in 1731 by Joseph Wilcocks, Bishop of Gloucester. Duri

at Westminster, Wilcocks instituted extensive re

commissioned the completion of the two west

Hawksmoor. His monument, g “V
‘B

qdford‘s monument js
a white marble tablet with
y marble, surmounted by a
loral sprays. On the base is
palm-leaves, \

p of Rochester and Dean of Westminster
ng his twenty-five years
pairs to the building, and
ern towers from Nicholas

when he died in 1756, is
another by Sir Henry Cheere
and is more elaborate than ]
that to Bishop Bradford. ’
Cheere was perhaps one of

the earliest sculptors in this / ,
country to introduce a § f' 2
variety of coloured marbles 1

and this is apparent in this F=
memorial, which is of white -

and red marbles (though TJ
slightly damaged in part).
(Fig.4). It consists of a
basement which has an
enriched cornice and bowed
angles enclosing pedestals
on which are small figures of
Faith and Hope. In front,
within an oval, is a sculpted
representation of the Abbey
from the north-west, showing
the new towers (Fig.5).
Above are two cherubs, one
of whom reads the epitaph
lettered on a scroll held by
the other. Behind is a crozier,
mitre, cap and books, with,

above, a cartouche of arms,
from which spread festoons of flowers. In 1734 Cheere had beerf\ ;.Is;‘) thiltllcllélc?ctz;
of all the decorative carving on the south-west tower. The song 'f,u;pof Joseph
later bequeathed a painting of the Abbey by Cana_letto o t‘ﬁ in the Deanery
Wilcocks by the sculptor Michael RYSb@Ck' The P l:tst(; Rochester, buta
at Westminster, but there is no bust. It might have been se Frronanisdiii

recent search has not revealed any trace of it. There are (;(tef:;:ia e sh i
sir Henry Cheere in Kent, at Chislehurst St. Nicholas, ' oreh
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Fig 5. Detail, relief of Westminster Abbey ,
When he died in 1781, he was buried in the family vault in the chur
St. Paul's, Clapham, London. The large Portland stone family memori

biographical epitaphs was there twenty-five years ago, but a searc
1995 showed that the churchyard had been cleared during the intervening

Zachary Pearce (1690-1774)

Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Bangor, succeeded both to Rochester and ,
in 1756. He retired from the Deanery in 1768, but was not allowed to
from the Bishopric of Rochester. When he died in 1774 at Bromley, w
buried, his cenotaph in the Abbey was sculpted by William Tyler (f
member of the Royal Academy), in about 1777 (Fig.6) and this is an ir
base, above which is a white marble pedestal, with a chalice and pat
relief, surmounted by a bust, to the sides are Old and New Testame
mitre, all against a black marble background. The inscription, in Lati
usual during the century, was composed by Pearce's successor, Johp
William Tyler had been an assistant to the foremost sculptor of the time In ‘E_
the Frenchman Louis-Francois Roubiliac, and there are monuments
Kent at Mersham, Eastry and Sevenoaks. 3

Bishop Pearce was involved in two controversies at the Abbey conct
monuments. After the death of General Wolfe at Quebec in 1759, itwas
by the King and Parliament in the 1770s that they should erect a mon
him. The site selected, beside the high altar, was occupied by the
medieval monument to Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke (d.1 324),
of Edward . Pearce agreed, as he understood that Aymer had been a f
Templar, ‘a very wicked set of people’. The protest against this destruc 10!
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Fig 5. Detail, relief of Westminster Abbey

When he died in 1781, he was buried in the family vault in the chur
St. Paul's, Clapham, London. The large Portland stone family memo
biographical epitaphs was there twenty-five years ago, but a searc
1995 showed that the churchyard had been cleared during the interv

Zachary Pearce (1690-1774)

Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Bangor, succeeded both to Rochester and
in 1756. He retired from the Deanery in 1768, but was not allowed
from the Bishopric of Rochester. When he died in 1774 at Bromley, w!
buried, his cenotaph in the Abbey was sculpted by William Tyler
member of the Royal Academy), in about 1777 (Fig.6) and this is an in
base, above which is a white marble pedestal, with a chalice and paten
relief, surmounted by a bust, to the sides are Old and New Testament
mitre, all against a black marble background. The inscription, in Lati
usual during the century, was composed by Pearce's successor, Johp
William Tyler had been an assistant to the foremost sculptor of the time |
the Frenchman Louis-Francois Roubiliac, and there are monuments
Kent at Mersham, Eastry and Sevenoaks.

Bishop Pearce was involved in two controversies at the Abbey con
monuments. After the death of General Wolfe at Quebec in 1759, itwasp
by the King and Parliament in the 1770s that they should erect a monu
him. The site selected, beside the high altar, was occupied by the s
medieval monument to Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke (d.1324),
of Edward 1. Pearce agreed, as he understood that Aymer had been
Templar, ‘a very wicked set of people’. The protest against this destructio
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lod by Horace Walpole and
eventually Pearce gave way
when he was (Ul(l that he hadl
heen misinformed as Aymer
had not been a lemplar, At
about the same time,
Zachary Pearce was
considering the re-ordering
of the sanctuary, which
would probably have
removed the tomb of Edward
the Confessor and other royal
tombs — those of Henry I,
Edward |, Edward I, Richard
Il among them. To us today,
such a scheme might seem
unbelievable, but only a
short time earlier, a writer on
the City and Westminster had
stated that ‘the enclosure
behind the altar, commonly
known by the name of St.
Edward's Chapel, has
nothing remarkable in it but
certain Gothique antiquities,
which are made sacred by
tradition only, and serve to e
:‘l\f'“‘ dl S(UR'd}jd"“”'i‘“()n in Fig 6. Bishop Zachary Pearce, by William
e vulgar’. However, as
Pearce was not able to obtain bz
the unanimous approval of the full Chapter to such a controversial decision, his
proposal fortunately was abandoned.
John Thomas (1712-1793)
Following Zachary Pearce, the next Bishop and Dean was John Thomas from
1774, and during his tenure was held the centenary Handel concert in June
1784. It is said that more than ten thousand people tried to enter the Abbey for
the concert, which was attended by George Ill and Queen Charlotte, but the
only damage seems to have been to “dishevelled hair and torn garments’. There
was controversy later about the date of the concert, as Handel was born on 23
February 1684 (Old Style) which equates today with 1685, owing to the change
in the calendar during the mid-18th century. As time passed Bishop Thomas
became increasingly infirm and went to the Palace at Bromley and did not
attend any more meetings of the Westminster Chapter. He died at Bromley in
1793, buried at Bletchingley and his memorial (Fig.7) in the Abbey is near m_zFEY
of his decanal predecessors, towards the west end of the south nave alg-l(f:. ag
sculptor was John Bacon junior and is of white and grey marbles, comprising af
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inscribed pedestal with a
bust, based on a portrait by
Sir Joshua Reynolds, and a
relief of the Holy Lamb. With
on either side a chalice,
paten and other emblems of
the Eucharist, with a mitre
and crozier behind. The
monument was designed as
a pair to that of the
neighbouring memorial to
the Bishop-Dean, Pearce.
John Bacon junior was the
sculptor of the monument to
Lady Heniker in the south
nave aisle of Rochester
Cathedral.

Samuel Horsley (1733-
1806)

The last in the series of
Bishops of Rochester who
were also Deans of
Westminster was Samuel
Horsley, a Fellow and
sometime Secretary of the
Royal Society and Bishop of
Bangor. He succeeded
Bishop Thomas in 1793, but
was translated to St. Asaph
in 1802. The Bishop seems

to have been something of an 3
autocrat, for decisions recorded in the Abbey archives oiten state ‘We,

do peremptorily command and enjoin . . ./ There is no monument o
Westminster. The Bishop, who was also the incumbent of St. Mary, N
Butts, London, died at Brighton and was buried at Newington.

—d -, PN ™ -

the younger
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A STONE REJECTED, RETAINED, AND RECONSIDER

An old photograph in the catalogue to the lapidarium (Fig. 1) sh
pile of carved stones yvhich had been removed from the R
course of its restoration by J. L. Pearson.' Some of the
decorated with chevron and beading, but there are also se
and, on the left-hand side of the pile, a damaged mpil‘
carved head reminiscent of an antique mask (Fig.
the photograph is of considerable value,
not least because it allows us to establish
the origin of some of the stones now in
the lapidarium collection.

LD

. an orderly
west front during the
Slones are voussoirs
ctions of colonnette
’ al with a small, finely
2). As an historical document

The extent of the nineteenth-century
refacing of the west front is revealed by
the different types of stone used in the
facade: Bath stone for Cottingham's
restoration of 1825; Weldon stone for
Pearson's restoration of 1888-94; and
Caen stone (from Normandy) for the
original twelfth-century work and the early
fourteenth-century north aisle doorway?.
The amount of Weldon stone, particularly
in the towers and blind arcading, shows
that Pearson's restoration was extensive,
although as St John Hope observed, the
renewal of ‘much of the facing . . . was to
a large extent necessary owing to its
lecayed condition’.? Certainly, the
drawings of the west doorway made by Sir George Scharf in 1850 show that, in
ome areas at least, the loss of carved detail was substantial.* If St John Hope
accepted that decay justified the replacement of original carving, he did not
approve rebuilding for the sake of stylistic
uniformity. Together with the Society of
Antiquaries, St John Hope protested against
the removal of the fifteenth-century north-
west pinnacle, ‘in order that it might be
replaced by a nineteenth-century mockery’
and a ‘sham-Norman copy of its fellow".’
The protests were to no avail. By the end ,of
1892 the pinnacle had been taken down’.®

In addition to the Romanesque Carvings
removed in the course of restoration, three
further pieces of sculpture — one Anglo-
Saxon, and two Romanesque = were fc:un t
during the underpinning of the west r;;nt
in 1888/9. These are of some interest, bu

31




e

far more important was the discovery in situ of the foundation
of ashlar walling, and central west doorway of the ‘early NO,.;,
which had been replaced by the present facade of c. 11607

The evidence for an ‘early Norman’ west front, like the late mediey

of the central section of the facade, raises the possibility of the r:
stones either in the mid twelfth-century, or in the mid fifteehth.
clerestory of the nave was rebuilt and a large eight-light window}‘
the west front.® Carved stone may have been used in the blocking
niches which Pearson re-opened in the lowest tier of arcading and it
that further re-used material was found in the demolition of the
pinnacle, which was described as being ‘merely rubble work — th
ends of the mason's (sic) yard’.” While the re-use of twelfth-century «
can be no more than a speculation, it may explain why some of
which appear in the photograph and are now preserved in the lapi
not as decayed as St John Hope's description might have led us t

Pearson was not the first to remove medieval carvings from the west f
was his the only restoration to excite St John Hope's disapproval
Gilbert Scott escaped censure, but in commenting on L. N. Cotti
restoration of 1825, St John Hope remarked that he had ““restored”, th

new’ the fifteenth-century west window, gable, and parapet, with the re
‘the remains of the old Norman diapering [were] relegated to the cry
so it must have seemed, but it has been argued that the recently di:
drawings of the gable made by Cottingham in 1825 show that, not on
initially intend to re-instate those parts of the ‘Norman diapering’ remove
the restoration — for which his template drawings would have been es
but also that his decision to remove the twelfth-century carvings was p
by the view that their arrangement in the gable was a fifteenth-centu
and not an authentic feature of the Romanesque west front.™

By 1900, a ‘large number of carved and moulded architectural fragm
been amassed from the various restorations.'? Just how many of th
have been lost since 1900 is not known, but on the evidence of those
now in the lapidarium, St John Hope was right to say that som
‘considerable beauty and interest’.”* At first sight, the damaged .capltal’
the photograph is neither beautiful not interesting, although its very
prompts questions which may yet throw light on the history of the ¢
the early twelfth century.

The capital is entered in the inventory as 92/16/5/L. It is Caen stone, and
275mm x 95mm x 169mm. Where original surfaces survive, they a
with fine, diagonal tooling, typical of twelfth-century ashlars. Some Of. 8
incised setting-out lines remain, as does part of the moulded neckmsg
of the abacus at the top of the block. A little over half the block gapprox .
is taken up by the remains of a head, of which only the outline of
shaven) jaw and one ear survive undamaged. A smooth, ovoid ?auf
rests behind the ear, and a small head (c. 75mm), set on the quoin
jaw, looks downward past the necking.

On the evidence of the photograph, it may be assumed that the ¢
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recovered from the west front. Exactly where | :

as Pearson clearly sought to reproduZe the tv\:,tel\?;ﬂfcf::&? IS not recorded, byt
possible, the absence of a replica among the nineteenth}lcor'g'“als wherever
suggests that either the capital did not originate in the ¢ 116eon;urydrestorgt|ons
displaced aqd re-qsed at a later date, probably in the %ifteentha_ca €, or it was
can be said, is that its original use was as the capital of an enga dCentury. What
shaft, most probably for a window or blind arcade. gaged nook (corner)

Human or monster heads as capitals are not a com
Romanesque architectural sculpture. There are tw . i i
heads look out from the block and are seen to beoatzgiiirutll;]:tsigr:no\th};:ChP:hf‘i
beneath; and those in which the heads are seen to bite or swallow theesshaft
often without any discernable division between shaft and capital. With ?hé
exception of two later examples at Sherborne castle and Sherbo.rne abbe
(Dorset), the first type is found in buildings of the first quarter of the twelftz
century, while examples of the second type are found in the buildings of the
second and third quarters of twelfth century.

Despite the loss of most of the head, there can be no doubt that the Rochester
capital is of the first type. Given the web of intimate association between
Rochester and Canterbury, the occurrence of a head capital on the south side of
St Anselm's choir (1096-1130), where they were used in the decoration of the
exterior side-aisle windows and the blind arcading of the south-east transept, is
of some significance.'* Each of the Canterbury capitals is different, and even
though the monsters disgorged by one the heads rest on the inner face of the
quoin, the quoins are not used in the manner of the Rochester capital."

Iconographically, the small head takes its form from an antique mask."® The
distinctive shape of the mouth, framed by successive folds of skin across the
cheeks; the firm, straight nose, heavy brow, and straight hair are characteristic
features of the tragic masks of greco-roman art. The detail and expressive quality
of the head is certainly comparable with that in the crypt and exterior blind
arcading at Canterbury, although there is no direct comparison of moglf in these
sculptures. Professor Dodwell, in his study of Canterbu.ry manuscripts, drew
attention not only to the interest of Christchurch in classical texts, but also the
many examples of iconographic and ornamental allusion to cla§5|qal rpotlfs in
their decoration.”” These references can be no more than an indication of a
cultural outlook, and it is probable that the inspiration for the style of the head
came either from more public art forms, or from the decoratl.on‘g)f Roman
buildings which, in Canterbury, were a source of building material.

The comparisons offered by Canterbury support a date for the R(;)ct:je?:::] ::glt:i
in the first quarter of the twelfth century.“’.lf the‘c'apltal was indee b briéfly
was argued earlier, two possibilities for its original location may

suggested.
The first is the “early Norman’ west front revealed by the

: i ildin
Although St John Hope attributes both a major rebui : for this.*
stone to bishop Ernulf (1114-1124), there is no documentary evidence

] : . se as having built a dormitory,
Rather, Ernulf is recorded in the Regls.{gritan‘: ftorffee?early' west front, nonetheless,

chapter house and refectory.”’ An orl
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THE FRENCH HOSPITAL CONNECTION

Safety and prosperity to Old England’. At special formal lunches and dinners
‘he Directors, Residents and guests of the French Hospital _stand to drink this
ast toast, and not without reason as England had become their refuge and home.

Huguenots, the name applied to French Protestants in the 16th century, Is
orobably a corruption of the German eidgenossen, ‘confederats’. They were
severely persecuted in France under Francis | and Henry 11, and following the
massacre of St. Bartholomew in 1572 many Huguenots came das refugees to
settle in England, some to Canterbury where they founded their f;hurch in the
Black Prince Chapel in the Crypt of Canterbury Cathedral. The thirty years war
which followed failed to exterminate them. Although in 1598 Henry IV of I;(la:j/atl’hfz
had granted tolerance by the Edict of Nantes, in 1685 Louis XIV revoke ¢

Edict and the forcible conversion and persecutions started again with rene d to
vigour with the result about 400,000 people left France. Many migrated

England.
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I'he Huguenots were well received in this country and

in finance, industry and arts with them. They cont}rlibutetdhfc}ltﬁreo::ght Many
Industry and Trade. But there were some who did not succeed Th;(: Of the Ry
them had left them traumatised and destitute. Charles || prdvidederror’ behing
and William Il and Mary founded the Royal Bounty to help the Some fUnd‘,
lacques de Gastigny, a gentleman, master of the Buckhounds to V\;/)i(l)lt')r ref“m ;
concerned at their plight. When he died in 1708 he left £1 000 inlahm W, w 1
benefit the poor he had seen in the Old Pest House in Crip[l)legate ‘_:s will o
and executor, Reverend Philippe Menard, worked to bring this beqy ' frienq
maximum benefit. He succeeded with 36 other men to petitio;1 é“toun
obtained a Royal Charter and founded the French Hospital in 1718, wiaog:&,l}‘

de Massue, Marquis de Revigny as the first Governor and himself as Secretary,

Land was bought in Bath Street in the parish of St. Luke's Fi i

; : , Finshur !
French Hospital, soon to be known as La Providence, was built in theyfoar?'l‘wj
quadrangle (strangely enough not so very unlike La Providence today), 4

It was easy to find people in need and by 1723 there were 125 residents, T "
number rose to about 230 over the next 70 years. The French Hospital' w
amongst the first institutions to care for the mentally ill and special rooms were
provided for them. The first rules for the poor may seem odd today - such as
‘Article VII: none shall be allowed to carry a lighted candle into the chambers
without the Steward's leave’. Sensible enough as much of the bedding for the
poor was straw changed daily — which was considered advanced in those days!

By the middle of the 19th century many of the Huguenots had been absorbed
into English society and the Hospital was in decline with part of the quadrangle
demolished. In 1862 the Directors bought some land at Victoria Park, Hackney
and one of the Directors, Robert Roumieu, designed for no fee a new building,
a gothic version of a French chateau. This was opened in 1865. The Residents,
now some 60 people, moved from the old La Providence to their new home,
leaving behind a road called Radnor Street off Bath Street — no doubt
commemorating past Governors. This still marks the old site. )

USH

The new La Providence was self-contained with its own brewery, bakehOU\
workrooms etc, run much on a workhouse basis, though the Chari y
Commissioners criticised the Directors that the inmates were treated too Well.
In spite of this, a Mary Tempest née Ruffy was expelled in 1877 for ‘repea
drunkenness and insulting behaviour’. In the Jubilee year of 1887 the res

made and presented a silk dress to Queen Victoria. In the minutes of July
it is recorded that £34.00 was spent for the ‘installation of the wireless apparatts ¢
quite an innovation. One can imagine the old folk wearing ear phones attachet
to crystals and cats whiskers! ;
Life ran smoothly enough till 1933 when the LCC wrote a letter of .‘f};
purchase. Negotiations dragged on until the second world war. The o
was requisitioned for the war effort in 1941.

Directors had made some preparation for the war. In June

Ivgi placed with Messre Holland Hannen & Cubitts to build a ’blast—prooflseh
in the basement for £489.00 and arrangements were being made to mo b

of the valuables into the country. 3

e
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The Hospital was damadged in .the autumn of 1940 by repeated air r
residents were dispersed to various private homes. Further damage was sustai
in January 1945 by aVv2 rockeg fa!lmg nearby. The building was in a pg;tra;?aetz
and still part-occupied by requisition of the Hackney Borough Council, About a
year later it was resolved to move the Hospital and finally, in April 1948 La
providence Victoria Park was sold by auction. -

La Providence had by then moved to Comptons Lea, a large Edwardian house
in Roffey near Horsham in Sussex. Did they leave behind them a ghostly number?
In June 1978 the Governor and some Directors, taking an old photograph album
with them, paid a visit to the Old Hospital, which is now a Roman Catholic
primary school known as Howarth House. The assistant Head Mistress claimed
that she and some children at various times in the late winter afternoons had
seen two old ladies sitting on the landing as shown in the photograph.

La Providence at Comptons Lea was run as a residential home but was too
isolated and inconvenient and it was doubtful if it was necessary now that there
was the welfare state. The Directors were considering providing sheltered
accommodation and a supplemental charter was granted by the Queen in 1953
to do this.

In the early part of 1956 the Surveyor, Mr Grellier, reported that he had found a
suitable place for the French hospital in Rochester. Theobald Square was
inspected by the Directors and negotiations for purchase started. The first
Directors meeting was held in the King's Head and then later, invited by the
Bishop, held at Bishopscourt.

In 1957 the Bishop of Rochester, Rt. Revd. Christopher Chavasse, and Oliver
Grace MBE, both eminent members of the Friends of Rochester Cathedral, were
elected Directors of the French Hospital and it was through Bishop Chavasse's
influence, together with John Duval, Deputy Governor, and Thomas Ouvry,
Secretary, that Theobald Square was bought to become the fourth La Providence.
The square had become run down. There was a statue of the Duke of Sussex in
the centre (does any reader know why the Duke should have been there and
what became of the statue?) The houses were restored and converted into 39
self contained flats. There have been many flats added since the official opening
by the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Lord Cornwallis (who was a Vice-President of
the Friends), assisted by Bishop Chavasse, on 21st June 1960.

Some of the new residents had moved in during September 1959 and for the
late Miss Strachen, one of the first residents, it was returning home. She was
born in the Square some 60 years earlier. Some of them worshipped in the
Cathedral including Mrs Doyle's little dog. This brave fellow bit and chased a
camel down the High Street which was advertising the Gordon hotel.

The French Hospital became a corporate member of the Friends in 1965,.vyhen
hey gave the card tables for the Friends' Festival teas in the Garth. The certlflcate
f membership is signed by R. W. Stannard, then Dean of Rochester. Bishop
tannard was elected a Director in 1960. Princess Marina, the Duchess of Kent,
paid a visit to La Providence after visiting the Friends as patron on the Festival
ay, 8th June 1968. It was to be one of her last engagements; she died shortly
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Foulser and Mrs Dennis, to name but a few, are also members of the Friends,

What of the future connections with La Providence as we come 1o the end of
the 20th century? The annual anniversary services will continue to be held in
the Cathedral with the Dean's permission. It is faitly certain both the Friends
and La Providence will be in Rochester for many years to come and to “njo
special anniversaries. No doubtin 2018, the Tercentenary of the French Hospital,
glasses will be raised again to ‘Safety and prosperity to Old Fngland’,

A F Stephen de Crespigny

THE HUGENOT HOSPITAL OF LA PROVIDENCE

A Sermon by The Venerable D. N. Griffiths at The French Hospital
Commemoration Service at Rochester Cathedral in June 1991,

Two hundred and seventy-three years may seem a long time, but the Hugenot
presence in England had already been established for over two centuries when
the French Hospital first opened its doors in the year 1718, The French Protestant
Chapel in Threadneedle Street was founded by King Edward VI,

Between these two extremes lies another English date of Hugenot interest, and
thatis 1616, which is just 375 years ago. | ought perhaps to have waited another
renty-five years in order to confront you with a Quatercentenary, but (if you
- Il excuse the pun) to plan along those lines might have been seen as tempting
vidence.
‘he year 1616, there was a young Prince of Wales named Prince Charles, He
s an eligible bachelor (even at the age of sixteen), and his advisers were
/ing careful thought to the choice of his bride. What better candidate, they
<ed themselves, than Princess Christine, the daughter of Henry of Navarre,
e greatest of all the Kings of France’?
r all that Henry had once been the leader and hero of the Hugenot party,
ven of the Protestant world, and later the author of the Edict of Nantes, Henry
ad died a Catholic and the parent of Catholic children. In order to promote
\is royal marriage, the French court would need some reassurance about the
tatus of the Church of England. Was it Catholic or was it Re:‘ormecg ) :
‘ was hard to know how best to set about doing this, but the Lord Keeper (a
Nelsh bishop serving in England) had no doubt at'all. He commlsslotr;‘edFa nn?h
ranslation of the English Book of Common Prayer into French ;O th:t fQE 0 ich.
negotiators could judge for themselves how delicately the Churc :&m. 3!
irod the tight-rope between its Catholic origins and its Protestant tende
So it was that in 1616 Pierre de Laune, Pastor of the French Im

Norwich, was commissioned to make the trar':slatiron. His mo
Gideon, was apothecary to Anne of Denmark, Queen

and a founder member and benefactor of them :

That particular royal marriage (betweeﬂ
and seven years later Prince Charl

of Spain. Again the Lord
book translation. ish
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Foulser and Mrs Dennis, to name but a few, are also members of the Friends

What of the future connections with La Providence as we come to the end of
the 20th century? The annual anniversary services will continue to be held in
the Cathedral with the Dean's permission. It is fairly certain both the Friends
and La Providence will be in Rochester for many years to come and to enjoy
special anniversaries. No doubt in 2018, the Tercentenary of the French Hospital,
glasses will be raised again to ‘Safety and prosperity to Old England’.

A. F. Stephen de Crespigny

THE HUGENOT HOSPITAL OF LA PROVIDENCE

A Sermon by The Venerable D. N. Griffiths at The French Hospital
Commemoration Service at Rochester Cathedral in June 1991.

Two hundred and seventy-three years may seem a long time, but the Hugenot
presence in England had already been established for over two centuries when
the French Hospital first opened its doors in the year 1718. The French Protestant
Chapel in Threadneedle Street was founded by King Edward VI.

Between these two extremes lies another English date of Hugenot interest, and
thatis 1616, which is just 375 years ago. | ought perhaps to have waited another
twenty-five years in order to confront you with a Quatercentenary, but (if you
will excuse the pun) to plan along those lines might have been seen as tempting
Providence.

In the year 1616, there was a young Prince of Wales named Prince Charles. He
was an eligible bachelor (even at the age of sixteen), and his advisers were
giving careful thought to the choice of his bride. What better candidate, they
asked themselves, than Princess Christine, the daughter of Henry of Navarre,
‘the greatest of all the Kings of France’?

For all that Henry had once been the leader and hero of the Hugenot party,
even of the Protestant world, and later the author of the Edict of Nantes, Henry
had died a Catholic and the parent of Catholic children. In order to promote
this royal marriage, the French court would need some reassurance about the
status of the Church of England. Was it Catholic or was it Reformed?

It was hard to know how best to set about doing this, but the Lord Keeper (a
Welsh bishop serving in England) had no doubt at all. He commissioned a new
translation of the English Book of Common Prayer into French so that the French
negotiators could judge for themselves how delicately the Church of England
trod the tight-rope between its Catholic origins and its Protestant tendencies.

So it was that in 1616 Pierre de Laune, Pastor of the French Walloon church in
Norwich, was commissioned to make the translation. His more famqus brother,
Gideon, was apothecary to Anne of Denmark, Queen Consort to‘Klr_1g James |,
and a founder member and benefactor of the Society of Apothecaries in London.

That particular royal marriage (between Charles and Christine? never happened,
and seven years later Prince Charles was on the point of marriage to the Infanta
of Spain. Again the Lord Keeper set out to clinch the matter with a_tlmely PraY;:r
book translation. A Spanish Prayer Book was prepared, uniform with the French,
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happy to attend their parish churches and worship in English: the
thaepmselves to a French or English nonconforming chugch. othaia witasha

From the beginning of the 19th century, it seems that most of the candid
La Providepce were members of one of those French congregations, and Ita \t::::?é
he interesting to know what effect this had on the services in the chapel,

Just as de Laune's book long outlived the royal marriage for which it had been
compiled, its later editions also outlived the conforming churches, There have
been twice as many new editions since then (not counting reprints) as there
were before, and the book has remained in print to this day.

Itis still being used in the well-established French speaking Anglican churches
in Canada and the United States, and only within living memory did it die out in
the Channel Islands. Modern adaptations are still appearing in unexpected parts
of the world, such as the mission churches in Mauritius and Zaire.

French Books of Common Prayer have been in circulation for almost as long as
the English original. More to the point, the example has been followed again
and again, until translations have become available in all the principle languages
of the world. At last they too are going out of fashion, and their modern
descendants are having the usual struggle for survival.

If they have provided for the spiritual needs of millions over a period of nearly
‘our centuries, all this labour will not have been in vain. You can detect something
cery like the hand of Providence in an impulse which creates a book for one
urpose and then allows it to evolve for other wider purposes, including the
are of the Hugenot pensioners at the French Hospital.
Hu can detect the hand of Providence in the dispersal of the Hugenot people to
1any lands, when the bigotry of one nation was made the instrument of blessin
5 so many others. You can detect it in the history of ‘La Providence’ itself,
vhere the impulse to relieve need within the Hugenot community has given the
“ommunity itself a continuing focus to ensure its survival. It may also be that
‘heir coming to Rochester thirty years ago will turn out to have been a source of
Hlessing to this city as well as themselves.
Few nations can be unreservedly proud of their past history. But Engl| ish relations
with the Hugenots have almost always been good. Prpvidentually as it turn; out,
they were made welcome remarkably soon, and thelr subsequent contribution
to English life has been out of all proportion to their numbers.
S0 many Hugenot names have passed unnoticed into the ge??jraill st?Ck,
many artifacts and enterprises have become familiar parts of daily life th
rest of us can easily forget how much England owes to th!s vngorgus
nation within a nation. We thank God today for the vismp and d

those who made it possible. 'fh ,




FRIENDS THROUGH SIXTY-ONE YEARS Daviq

Farly in 1935 the then Dean and Chapter of
Rochester concluded a Friends organisation
would be of the greatest assistance in
preserving the fabric of this ancient cathedral
to future generations. Dean Underhill's letter
published in The Times on February 9, 1935
attracted 617 members between that date
and the inaugural festival held on All Souls'
day. Happily some of that original band
remain with us today in a membership which
stands at 767. The minimum subscription was
fixed at 5s. [£7 in 1995 figures], for individual
members, 10s for corporate members, and a
single payment of £20 [£559] secured life
membership. Today the subscription for
individual membership is £10-0, £15-0 joint
husband and wife, £100 individual life
membership and £150 joint life.

C,eggel‘t

At September 30, 1935, the end of this quarter was used as the Association's
financial year end for many years, there was an excess of income over
expenditure of £298-16-0 [£8,354]. During the first full year of operations a
grantof £25-0-0 [£699] was voted to that perennial drain on income, the organ,
£70-13-2 [£1,975] for opening the arch into the chapter house, £250-0-0
[£6,990] for repairs to the parapets and coping and £25-0-0 [£699] for excavating
the dormitory undercroft in the cloister garth, a total of £370-13-8 [£10,365].
By the end of 1936 membership had risen to 798.

jefore the Second World War the annual festival, moved to the summer after
1935, was a two day event. Commencing on Tuesday evening June 3,. 1936 the
Friends were regaled with a recital of music by Mr Bennett, the organist (whorr;
many will remember with affection), and Miss Flora Stainer, a grand daughter o
hoth Sir Frank Bridge and Sir John Stainer. Next day there was a choral Eucharist,
a tradition which continued into Dean Betts's day, and a festal evensong./’\t'the
gathering after tea Friends were addressed by Sir Charles Pfeers, (;BE‘, one m:e
chief inspector of ancient monuments, who impressed on his audience the né
to preserve the stonework. o
At its meeting in July 1937 the Friends' council decided the restoratlon7(;_0‘0
cloister garth was a work which demanded a special effortgnd voted zlf.5 -
(£16,077] to that end. Maintenance of the cloister garth remains a special cO

of the Friends.

The 1937 festival, spread over three days from Thu'rsday 3rd to Sa'tll' et
June, was a splendid affair. A pianoforte recital was given by Ivan Phi ;gonceft
on the first afternoon, followed in the evening by a chora.l gnd orchestra i
On Friday T.S. Eliot?, gave an early evening lecture on relnglous dramabmnd of the
and modern. The day was rounded off with a concert given by the ba
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Corp of Royal Engineers. Saturday, the Festival day, had distinguished
at both the Sung Eucharist and Festal Evensong. The pattern was similarr)ri?\af;;rss
and 1939. '

On the eve of the Second World War membership totalled 915. In the half-
century which has passed since the end of war, the Friends have continued with
their role of supporting the Dean and Chapter for the time being in their work
Miss Sybil Wootton left a half of her residuary estate, amounting to £50,000 t(;
the Friends in 1972. A magnificent bequest which by 1995 had a book \’/alue’ of
£189,597. Father Cyril Smith's 1984 legacy is now valued at £246,597 and that
of Miss L. Stickland, bequeathed in 1988, £234,079. These and other immensely
generous legacies have generated the income which enables the Friends to
undertake large scale projects.

For a number of years income was devoted to modernising the heating system.
More recently the lighting of the cathedral has been a special charge. It has to
be said that before this project was taken in hand Rochester was surely among
the most poorly lit churches in Christendom. Much needed new chairs have
been provided in recent years. The next project will be the renewal of the audio
system. And so the work continues.

A comprehensive revision of the constitution, implemented by Dean Arnold,
resulted in a smaller, elected, council, with a lay chairman. As the President
(the Dean), and Vice-President (one of the residentary canons), are ex officio
members of council, the Chapter continues to be well represented. It is an
arrangement which works well.

Looking back over these sixty-one years one is conscious of how much the
interest and participation of the wider county has all but disappeared in recent
decades. Possibly, this is a matter which should be addressed.

| Peers, Charles Reed (1868-1952), antiquary, was born at Westerham where his father was then
curate, and educated at Charterhouse, Kings College, Cambridge, Dresden and Berlin. In 1903
Peers was appointed architectural editor to the Victoria County Histories of England. From
1910-33 Peers was chief inspector of ancient monuments. During his retirement Sir Charles
became surveyor of Westminster Abbey and consulting architect at Canterbury, York Minster
and Durham where he supervised the important work of underpinning the bishop's castle.

2. Phillipowsky, Ivan (Ritchie) (1895-c.1960) British pianist. He was born and educated in Calcutta,
and toured India as an infant prodigy. He came to London for further study under York Bowen
and Tobias Mattay and gave his first recital here in 1919. In 1920 he became sub-professor at
the Tobias Matthay Pianoforte School. He toured extensively in Britain, Europe, Canad‘a and
the United States as both recitalist and soloist with orchestra. [Grove's Dictionary of Music and
Musicians, 5th edition 1954]. Ed.

3. Eliot, Thomas Stearns (1888-1965), poet, playwright, critic, editor and publisher, born in St.
Louis, Missouri, was educated at Milton Academy, Massachusetts, Harvard .and the Sou:bonne.
Eliot settled in England in 1914. His long poem The Waste Land appeared in 1922. Eliot was

confirmed in the Church of England in 1927, the year he became a British subject, _and was Fhe!’(e_aﬁer
active in many church activities. As a leading lay apologist for the church his most s.gmflc'a!nt
statement was his book The Idea of a Christian Society, published just after the b begjn. B d'::
will be remembered for his religious poetic dramas, with the first, The‘Rock, being proh uce "
Sadler's Wells in 1934. Murder in the Cathedral, first produced in the chapter %:-:929
Canterbury, dealt, most skilfully, with the martyrdom of St. Thomas Becket on Decem J
1170.
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THE FRIENDS' SUPPORT FOR THE
CATHEDRAL 1935-1995

sn
| am standing by Prior's Gate looking over ¥
the Garth towards the Cathedral, following 'f‘
the eyes of the photographer who took the ((:
pictures for Dean Underhill's 1936 Friends' tL
Appeal leaflet for the Garth's rescue. The old Si
four story Prebendal House hid the 0
Cathedral's East end and North Quire M
transept from the camera. Out-buildings ;
covered the garden end of Minor Canon Row rh}
and the Garth was the Prebendal garden. All gr
were to be cleared by the Chapter with the :
support of the Friends, so fulfilling Dean i
Underhill's promise ‘to throw open [the N
Garth] to all citizens and visitors to Ni
Rochester’. He and his colleagues had begun Re
a process that transformed the Cathedral and Ex
its surroundings, and which they maintained ' (1
even under the shadow of imminent war. Re
The Friends have financed cleaning and restoration in almost every part of the :Ii
Cathedral and its Garth. (The first sight of the lit and glowing restored Norman o
Nave remains a vivid memory). CO‘
In 1986, Dean Arnold's Chapter recognising the urgency of certain restoration
projects, that were far beyond the Friends' and Chapter's resources, established Fi
the Cathedral 2,000 Trust to attract money from industry and elsewhere, to pay s
for work, such as rebuilding the dying organ and crumbling spire (just in .timgto O
defy the 1987 hurricane). The Friends' Council welcomed the Trust's contribution Q.
to the common cause and many Friends have actively supported the Trust. i
Much of the Friends' income derives from three munificent bequests. In 1972, bj.
Miss Sibil Wootton of Rochester left the Friends £50,000 on condition that they E\
conserved the capital. In 1984, The Reverend Cyril Smith left the whole ofrﬁz "
estate of over £600,000 between various Diocesan and Cathedral Funds. s of
Friends' share was £125,756. In 1986, Miss Lilian Stickland left her reSId_;JeI 3 %
about £200,000 to the Friends. The Friends' Council decided that the C'ap:;te gi
these two legacies should also be kept intact. These three Fund's ari ";:iends e
with the Charities Aid Foundation to secure income growth, enablingt eFriendS' A
and the Chapter to plan ahead, knowing that a substantial part of the j e
income is secure. . o hu
In addition to these large legacies, the Friends continue to recelvesr;l:nfzgr:]es us
smaller bequests and gifts, as an important part of the annual income. 3 en;
it is possible to dedicate these gifts to specific projects. m— Ell{:
From the outset, the Friends' Council has concentrated most of its INC 3 »

. . . umerous
funding complete and substantial projects, though it has also made n

44




small grants for emergency repairs, for minor projects and
wall paintings, to attract external funding,

In 1982, the Friends published Dagmar Lady Batterbee's bookler, “Thirteen
Centuries of Goodwill” about the Cathedral's benefactors and the Friends' grants
to the Dean and Chapter for the period 1935-1981, These then totall
£347,000 at 1981 prices, or £675,000 at November 1995 prices,

Since 1981, grants at November 1995 prices have reached £360,000, piving a
total of over £1m since the Friends' foundation,

Major Friends' projects have included:

[he Cloister Garth: opening the entrance to the Chapter House, demolishing
the Prebendal House, excavation and restoration (1937-9, '49-53, '62-63, '91);
and the Garth's continuing upkeep

Protection against bomb blast and other air raid precautions (1939-45);

Nave - cleaning and restoration (1964); North front face - restoration (1 967-9);
Nave Altar platform (1968);

Repairs to North transepts (1972); Redecoration of Nave transepts (1973-4);
Exterior cleaning of lesser South transept (1977-8); North wall and Nave repairs
(1981-3);

Replacement of heating system (1986-8, '91); Amplification system (1988);
Installation of lavatories (1990); Quire Lighting (1993-4) and chairs (1993); Nave
lighting (1995).

Ihe Friends' husbandry of its capital from major bequests should ensure this
continuing scale of support.

FRIENDS' EXCURSIONS Jean Callebaut

Our first excursion, away from the Garden of England, during 1995 was to
wildford Cathedral. During the morning many of us used the time available for
‘hopping and looking round the City. On arrival at the Cathedral, after lunch,
he Friends made us so very welcome and we were given a superb tour followed
y awonderful home-made tea and then the opportunity of attending a beautiful
tvensong. It all happened on a glorious day.
Nextvisit —this time the Royal Tournament at Earls Court, for the 50th Anniversary
of VE and VJ Days. A remarkable evening inasmuch as although the temperature
was in the upper 80's after a day in the 90's, the air-conditioning managed to
sive us cooling blasts of air and the service personnel were able to perform
xcellently in all the heat.
\s this report continues you will read that all events took place on 'brilliantly
hot days. At Petworth Park and Gardens in July the grass (according to my
husband) looked like coconut matting — hardly Petworth looking at its best for
us, but nevertheless a most enjoyable day. The contents of the House were
enough to keep us indoors if we wanted it that way.
Buckingham Palace next — the second time | have booked a group for entrancde,
although I could only manage a booking for 25 on this occasion. The secon

a5 i the case of e

ed over
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viewing for me only enhanced the first and everyo
immensely. Hard not to at this venue!! yone enjoyed the,

It would seem, though, that the most successful

look-round London's Legal quarter, We had a supe?gc;trl‘c'iz':ooén e
Hall, the Royal Courts of Justice and the Inns of Court, A wond |
to this mysterious body of people who choose to we'ar wi pCeriul eye
red. or blue bags! | personally had the happiest of experise’;’u g
Chief Clerk with whom | had worked about 35 years ago, e

Well, Friends, your support has been marvello o
, Friénds, us and | can )
1996 1 will be able to keep up the standards - it is becomingﬂ;lrderﬁ, '
fulfll'gomtc_e of It3hemh— one day falling flat on my face must be taken ..
consideration. But this year the Clerk of the W i -
been so gracious. eather has (with one ex

Membership Report

We are sorry to record the deaths of 11 Friends during the past twelve
43 new members have joined. i

Obituary
Bates, Miss J. B.

Cooke, Mrs D. F. M. Harris, Mr P. E.
Deeprose, Mr ). E. Harris, Mrs J.
Hoad, Mrs D. L. Holden, Mr T.
Leaney, Mr B. Holden, Mrs M. J. ;
Ratcliffe, Mr A. M. C. Hollway, Mr D. RS
Rosenberg, Miss |.M. Hubbard, Mr J. go
Sandford, Mrs K. J. Leaney, Mrs R. E. C. v
Stephenson, Mr G. E. D. Metcalf, Mrs J. C. ,
Wallace, Mr W. A. Minhall, Mrs M. ‘ﬁ
Winn, Mr R. B. Moon, Mr G. P. N
Moon, Mrs E. V.

New Members
Armstrong, Mr I. D.
Best-Shaw, Sir John Bt.
Bligh, Mr J.

Brenton, Mrs P.
Carder, Mr D. E.

Harpley, Mr F. W.
Harpley, Mrs D. M. J.

Moulton, Mr M. F.
Moulton, Mrs M. C.

Nazir-Ali, The Rt. Revd. Dr M. J.

Norman, The Ven. G.
Norman, Mrs J.
Orton, Mrs M. D.
Osborne, Mrs F.

Cowell, Mr A. Poyser, Mrs P. J. r
Cowell, Mrs S. Prior, The Revd. J. M. o
Dear, Mrs P. Sanders, Miss J.

Delimata, Mr J. Webb, Mrs A. R.

Delimata, Mrs A. Weir, Mr ).

Evans, Miss A. Weir, Mrs B.

Flight, Mr C. Whitehead, Miss M.A.

Hampton, Miss K.
Harding, Miss J.

Worssam, Dr B. C.
Worssam, Mrs B. M.
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TREASURER'S REPORT — Year to 29th February 1996

The accounts shown in this Report at the time of going to Press have not been
audited. If any member would like an audited copy in due course it would be
appreciated if they would let the Friends' Office know.

with the help of two legacies the income for the year has reached a record
£60,000 leaving over £50,000 available for help with Cathedral projects —
another record. £17,000 of this money has not been spent at the end of the year
but the Council is currently discussing with the Dean and Chapter the provision
of an amplification system, which it is hoped will be undertaken in the current

year. M.P.G.S.

THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FRIENDS OF ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL
BALANCE SHEET - 29th FEBRUARY

1996 1995
£ £
GENERAL FUNDS
Assets
Balance at Bank 65,304 47,493
Liabilities
Creditors 819 852
64,485 46,641
wcome and Expenditure Account
rought forward 46,641 67,371
fovement in year 17,844 (20,730)
64,485 46,641
APITAL FUND
vestments
A.F. Charities Aid Foundation 670,267 670,267
‘quest Funds
1iss Wooten 189,597 189,597
ither Smith 246,591 246,591
liss L. Stickland 234,079 _2_3&912
670,267 M
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT - YEAR TO 29th FEBS -

X

INCOME

Subscriptions received

Donations

Legacies — R. P. Tong 17,015
- H. ). Hoby 880

Surplus on Social Events
Surplus on Saints Festival
Surplus on Festival

Book of Memory — Net
Surplus on Publications

Gross Dividends 31,610
Bank Interest 2,627
EXPENDITURE
Salary 4,184
Office Expenses 937
Printing and Stationery 1,168
Postage 605
Annual Report 2837

Excess of Income over Expenditure

GRANTS PAYABLE

Upkeep of Garth 6,000
Nave lighting 12,992
Ithamar lighting 8,026

Emergency lighting —
Contribution to ‘History of

Rochester Cathedral’ 6,000

Surplus (deficit) for year

1996 1995
; y.
9,284 b
2,007 7'::
i34
11,895 Serd
704 i
1,983
87
30
366
29,926
3,133
34,237 33,059
50,593 e
3,749
733
943
502
2,469
g, 7y 8,3¢
50,862 35,9
6,000
48,926
1,740
33,018 56,6
20,

17,844
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