ds of

1en

QO
s
DN
(o)
(@)}
—
—
e
Q
Q.
Q
a4

rlll
2 5
A O
2 @
x
~ O

Fr

, , ,a _
B '.I.D.’.'., = > - ;

777777777777 -
///r////,r/ "NOR

- ~\\\\\\\\\ \/ V/W.V/\/Q
vy










PRESIDENT’S REPORT

the life of a Christian community is built around the Eucharist, the great act‘.
thanksgiving which is at the centre of our worship. We have much to
thankful for in Rochester, not least the goodly heritage of the Cathedral and jr.
magnificent architecture,

.J 5 IS

I should fike to take this opportunity of thanking all the members of the Frieng
Council, under the Chairmanship of John Hicks, for the invaluable support
which they give to the Dean and Chapter. Year upon year the Friends haye
enhanced the well-being of those who use the Cathedral. The new, and s
necessary, amplification system is the latest example. a4

All those who see the Friends at work will know the tremendous contribution
made by Michael Sinden, as Treasurer, Michael Bailey, as Secretary of the Saints
Festival and Sue Malthouse who provides secretarial support to them all,

I am particularly encouraged by the enthusiasm with which the Friends have
undertaken to sponsor the 5th Rochester Saints Festival which will
together a wealth of sacred and secular music culminating in four performances
of Noyes Fludde, Benjamin Britten’s celebrated opera for child performers.

Those who have worked with him will miss Canon Richard Lea who has
accepted the living of Iffley and who has edited this annual report, with notabl
flair, for the past seven years. 3
Edward Shotte
-
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That is not to say that no work is needed. His very compfm
contained 6 recommendations for immediate action (4 of which

completed), 12 for action within 18 months (2 of which have been con
and a further 6 for action in the next 5 years. He also listed a further 9 jteme .
desirable. Most of his recommendations have little evident public mmf )
are important for the long term well-being of the Cathedral building. The Dey
and Chapter’s programme of work will therefore be in accordance with ""
recommendations and order of priority. The first evident example of this will be
the repair of the 3 pinnacles above the lapidarium on the north east sudeof h
Cathedral. - B

Finally, if any reader knows of a guaranteed way to stop pigeons roosting on t
north side of the Cathedral which does not involve shotguns or strychm -
Surveyor to the Fabric would be delighted to hear it. This is one of the
immediate action items outstanding. The curious can be assured that the othe
will have been completed by the time this is printed without anyone havin

noticed. :
ol

e :;"

Nieta

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL CLERGY AND THEIR
LIBRARY

Many people, when they visit a cathedral, are puzzled by the existence of
library within the precincts. If one were designing a brand new cathedral fr
scratch, one would include provision for a library, given the educational rol
which is now seen as such an important part of any cathedral’s mission, but
would probably contain a very different collection of books from those whic
adorn the shelves of most cathedral libraries.

When the members of the Archbishops’ Commission on Cathedrals
carrying out their enquiry in 1992 and 1993, the Cathedral lerarm

Archives Association (CLAA) was asked to submit a paper describing the
and function of a cathedral library. This caused much discussion and
dissent, and eventually the secretary produced a skilful summary of a num
of different views. Several things became obvious from this exerc
evident, was the variety that exists among cathedral libraries. This rai
large collections of older, rare books, which are often attached to
university library, such as Durham, York and Exeter, to collections
theological books as at St Albans, and, indeed, the modern part f
Cathedral Library.
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many comprising more than one work. A further catalogue of 1202 «
expansion of the library to include more histories, works of canon hw |
of the saints. These books, with the addition of liturgical books, refl
daily needs of the monks in a Benedictine house. » ' ™

The dissolution of the priory at Rochester in 1540 caused the scatt
medieval library, as in other religious houses. In Rochester's case
number (about one hundred and forty titles) have survived in othorl
these, the largest group are the manuscript books taken into the Ro
now in the British Library. What is interesting within the sutvivi
the medieval library is the small group of printed books which wm'
before 1540, during the first ninety years of printing. That the monks were
acquiring books at a time when their numbers were in decline, and in a he
not particularly famous for its scholarship, is worthy of note. i

The four early printed books which have survived from the pre-Dissol
library are: St Augustine’s Sermo super Orationem Dominicam, p
Cologne about 1474, and now in the British Library; a collec
Augustine’s sermons, printed in Paris by Ulrich Gering and Berthold Re
about 1499, now in All Souls’ College Library, Oxford; De my
Aegyptiorum, Chaldaeorum, Assyriorum, attributed to lamblichus,
Venice in 1497, and a commentary on the Psalms by Ludolphus
again printed in Paris, by Gering and Rembolt, in 1506. The A
and the Ludolphus seem to fit well, in terms of subject matter, M
manuscript books, but the acquisition of De mysteriis seems a litt
lamblichus who died in about 330 AD, was the chief Neoplatonist
school. Neoplatonism was a strand of philosophy which r
teachings of many of the famous medieval philosophers, so it i
that the Cathedral Library should have a book by lamblichus,
work was a defence of ritualistic magic and a guide to sup
been described as of no philosophical importance. An unt
the last of the Rochester monks; or was there a closet nec
midst? ‘ q!,!,u o

Another insight into the life of the pre-DIssolﬂm
case of 1528, when William Mafelde, Precento
probably the Librarian too, appeared before h
possessing the Bible in Engltsh The Bible i

translatlon of the New Testament, which

pegun printing in Cologne










ublished in 1724, reached a ninth edition in 1
f:)ontroverSieS provoked by the work of Tt 32’6 V':le Was a protagonist in

0olston and Cq ;
middleton, and a two volume commentary on the ‘
published in 1777 is present in the libraly‘,.y ew Testament, which was

A final example of a Bishop of Rochester whose works are
Library is Samuel Horsley (bishop 1793-1802). Like Sprat
a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1767, and was its Secreta'
displaying an early interest in astronomy and

represented in the
Horsley was elected
ry from 1773 to 1784,

. ! geometry. Between 1778 anc
1790 Horsley was involved in the controversy provoked ity

writings on the doctrines of the Trinity and of Christ’s dmyh Wl-lorsley:
contributions to this controversy were gathered together and published:
amazingly this ran to a third edition in 1812, of which the Cathedral Library has
a copy. In addition Horsley published over twenty separate works on science,
theology and philology as well as sermons and episcopal charges. An
impressively wide range of scholarly work, which is represented in the

Cathedral Library by copies of his sermons, visitation charges, speeches in
Parliament and some biblical criticism.

“have selected just a few of the bishops connected with Rochester to show how
© books in the library can illustrate the intellectual activities and interests of
st clergy. On the surface the former clergy of Rochester can seem
interesting: these sketches of a few of the bishops show how much lurked
neath that surface. The list could extend into deans and canons, especially
se prebendaries of the fifth stall who, from 1714 onwards, were also Provost

Oriel College, Oxford, or, from 1877 onwards, Oriel Professor of the
erpretation of the Holy Scripture. A selection of the Rochester clergy whose
rks are on the shelves of the library are: Godfrey Goodman (dean 1621-4);
nry King (dean 1639-42); Nathaniel Hardy (dean 1661-70); Samuel Pratt
an 1706-23); Joseph Butler (canon 1736-40); John Denne (Archdeacon of
chester 1728-67); John Eveleigh (canon 1781-1814); Anthony Grant
‘chdeacon of St Albans 1846-82); Edward Hawkins (canon 1§28—82) and
bert Scott (dean 1870-87), joint author of the famous Greek lexicon known

aply as “Liddell & Scott”.

catalogue of the pre-1901 printed books in Rochester Cathedfal l:ibfal)’; _Wl"
published this year on microfiche by Adam Matthew Pubhcatlons,r a
th Canterbury Cathedral Library’s catalogue of pre-1801 books
ovenance index in this catalogue provides a pointer to the tastes and WM
those who used, and had regard for, the Cathedral lerary ,,
1mes of previous owners of the books, so that we can bui up
ollections of those whose books have ended up in the _
fovenances reveal that Rochester Cathedf, e
'omogenous collection than Canterbury’s. res
e cathedral clergy than does Ca




varied donations of books by local worthies, such as Stephen 1.
Canterbury physician. Rochester’s clergy donated books, indivi n
batches, to their Cathedral Library, with the result that the idea's:’:,‘w o
their contemporaries are reflected in its collections.

As archaeologists dig down through layers of occupation on a site, s tf
can see the stratigraphy of the history of the Church of England in
libraries such as that at Rochester. Here are the thoughts and aspirati
the controversies, of the men of the Cathedral of Rochester.

Canterbury Cathedral

1. W.H. Mackean. Rochester Cathedral Library: its fortunes and adventures through nir
Rochester: 1953. Paul Welsby ‘The Cathedral Library’ in Faith and fabric. A hi:
Cathedral 604-1994. Ed by N. Yates and P. Welsby. Woodbridge: 1996. Pp.217-23
‘Rochester Cathedral Library: an English book collection based on Norman models’ i
Internationaux du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. 1984 pp.235 ff. M.
“Texts and their traditions in the medieval library of Rochester Cathedral.” Transac
American Philosophical Society, Ixxviii/3. 1988.

2. The monastic constitutions of Lanfranc. Trans. from the Latin by David Knowles.
3. Constitutions p 12.
4. N.R. Ker Medieval libraries of Great Britain. 2nd edn. London: 1964. pp. 160-4.

5. For an account of William Mafelde’s trial see J.F. Davis Heresy and Reformation in
of England, 1520-1559. London: 1983. p.43. For the publication of Tyndale’s New
Tyndale’s New Testament. With an introduction by David Daniell. New Haven and

“The 1988 Friends Report contained an interesting and well researched arti
Paulinus at Rochester. It was written by Mrs Anneliese Arnold, wife of the
Mrs Arnold discusses references to the St. Paulinus shrine in both medieva :
documents. She also speculates on the all probable position of the shrine.
Cults of five saints associated with Rochester flourished dur '
Although the evidence before A.D. 1540, the date of the-
the Benedictine priory, is relatively slight, it demonstra
saintly men carried for Rochester. The outstanding fi
despite his connections with York, finished his er
and was buried there in 644. Two

‘ ’.';I-, + | I.’ ‘ »
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644 and was buried in the church of St. Andrew. This PAUCity of inforr...
concerning Rochester extends, as we might expect, to %ulinus.' “Matig
Ithamar, whom Bede describes as “a man of Kentish extraction byt th:u -
his predecessors in learning and holiness of life” (ii. 14) Bede othre
mentions Ithamar only as being in attendance at the consecration of . -

as sixth archbishop of Canterbury. (ii. 20)

These four bishops, plus the martyred young William of Perth d. 1201
comprise the local saints venerated at Rochester during the Middie k’
Among them, only Paulinus, who was well known in Northumbria -
celebrations beyond the Rochester diocese. The earliest surviving menti'\
Paulinus in Rochester materials appears in a document from the cartulary ¢
Textus Roffensis, an early twelfth-century copy of an original dated 788. |n hi
seemingly authentic record of a grant from King Offa of Mercia to St Ar.rd %
and the bishopric, Rochester is described as “ubi beatus Paulinus

Another charter, probably forged, from the same cartulary and dated 823 state
in reference to St. Andrew’s “et beati Paulini archiepiscopi cuius corpus.;
predicta ecclesia requiescit.”* Whoever composed the latter document mus
have used Paulinus as a means of authentication. A two-day fair held on
feast of St. Paulinus is mentioned in diplomas of King Henry I (1123 x 113
and King Henry Il (1174 x 1189).5 ¥

Turning to Rochester chronicles, the two survivors from our period rely on B

for their information about the first century of the Rochester see. London, Britis
Library, MS. Cotton Vespasian A. xxii contains a set of Latin annals copied |
the early thirteenth century but augmented later through 1341. London, Britis!
Library, MS. Cotton Nero D. ii, on the other hand, preserves a Latin
through 1377 copied in the fourteenth century, with events concer
Rochester written in red and/or highlighted with marginal statements ar
drawings. In the annals, the entry for A.D. 631 calls Justus saint (Sanctus
on the occasion of his death. Likewise, Paulinus is called saint at his de
644, while his successor Ithamar receives the notation “natione angliis.” (
18r.) Romanus appears only in the entry for 633 as the bishop whom Pauli
succeeds at Rochester. Ithamar’s death in 655 is noted without the designat
of saint. From the terse statements in the annals, which also include a r
to the martyrdom of St. William in 1201, one could infer that only thre
five individuals mentioned were the subjects of cults. That number
reduced to two in the history, both marginal references to SS. Pauli
William (fols. 53r-v and 124r, respectively), though each of these s
special attention in the manuscript. The story from Bede (ii. 9) ab
accompanying King Athelberht's daughter Athelburh for her
King Edwin of Northumbria is added in the bottom margin
written in the main hand and could be an inadvertent omission
text, though no such indication is visible in the version | h
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from St. Augustine’s, Canterbury: London, British Library, MS. Cotton Vespaci |
B. XX, fols. 214r-217r, 1.7 and MS. Harley 105, fols. 2421-244v, 1, 4, Wiy
the facts about Justus are basically those provided by Bede, Goscellng[
quotes from letters of Popes Gregory | and Boniface V regarding the sancyj
those who assisted St. Augustine with his mission."” This work, plus his senyies
as Archbishop of Canterbury, earned Justus his sainthood as related by
biographer. Paulinus, on the other hand, is given little recognition in this
account, considerably less than SS. Mellitus and Leonard, whose connectia

gL

with Canterbury obviously weighed in their favour.
&
Other than the brief mentions in the annals and history of Rochester, no furt|

material on St. Romanus, the third bishop of Rochester, seems to have survived,
Something of a cult must have existed, however, as evidenced by his
appearance in some Augustinian calendars for Rochester diocese, Before
moving to the calendars, the only ones known for Rochester, we should
consider the cult of St. William of Perth, martyred outside Rochester’s walls in
1201. William was a baker from Scotland who was murdered on a pilgrima‘,
to the Holy Land.” The monks of Rochester enshrined him in the cathedral
church, and his cult resulted in substantial offerings to the church. In addition
to citations of his martyrdom in the annals and history relating to Rochester,
only one account of St. William is known to survive in a brief vita added to
Tinmouth’s collection in the first printed edition.'” The author has little
information to tell us about William, as evidenced by the fact that he spends
time elucidating the names of Rochester and of Canterbury, William's
destination when he was murdered. Although William’s sanctity was eviden
from the time of death, the author cites only one miracle, that of a woman freec
from insanity after finding the martyred body. Nothing is known of th
circumstances surrounding the composition of this vita, though presumably
was written at Rochester. $

Turning to medieval calendars of feast days, a group of at least eight Augustini
calendars associated with Rochester diocese survives, though none for tt
Cathedral and its Benedictine priory.” One of the calendars dates from the e
thirteenth century, while the remainder are from the first half of the fifteer
century. Both Augustinian priories in the Rochester diocese, Lesnes 4
Tonbridge, are represented by a calendar. Beyond these, no spe
provenance can be assigned to the remaining calendars. We knowfl‘Oﬂ"l >C!
that hospitals at Sevenoaks and St. Nicholas, Strood, an almshou
Sevenoaks, and a foundation of Knights Hospitallers at West Peckham ”
followed the Augustinian rule. But the Augustinians were a relal
unstructured order, and evidence is sparse for chapels, parish churche:
cells attached to these foundations.”” The calendars, which occur mé

Books of Hours, show the expected Sarum feasts and a predomir
Augustinian over Benedictine celebrations.” Three Rochester saints
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8. See N.R. Ker, Catalogue of Manuscripts Containing Anglo-Saxon (Oxford: Clarendon
1957), p. 366; Kenneth Sisam, “MSS. Bodley 340 and 342: Alfric’s Catholic Homilies,” 3 |, ‘
in his Studies in Old English Literature (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953), pp. 152.'52_ asgr
Scragg, “The Corpus of Anonymous Lives and Their Manuscript Context, p. 212, in Hoiy Me,
Holy Women: Old English Prose Saints” Lives and Their Contexts, ed. Paul E. Szarmach (A
State University of New York Press, 1996).

SN

9. Richard Sharpe, “The Setting of St. Augustine’s Translation,” pp. 10-11, in Canterbury an‘d“ J
Norman Conquest: Churches, Saints and Scholars 1066-1109, ed. Richard Eales and Richard
Sharpe (London: Hambledon Press, 1995). '

10. Tynmouth’s collection is published as Nova Legenda Anglie, ed. Carl Horstman (Oxfor
Clarendon Press, 1901), two volumes, hereafter abbreviated as N L A. The vita of Paulinus appea
on pp. 312-15, 1

1. See Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, p. Iviii, for a brief description of the manuscript (Lon,
British Library, MS. Harley 3680). The tract is printed by F. Liebermann in Die Heiligen En
(Hannover: Hahn'sche Buchhandlung, 1889), with the reference to Paulinus on p. 16. The
Rochester copy is fragmentary, however, and now breaks off prior to Paulinus.

12 These are printed in Francis Wormald's English Kalendars Before A.D. 1100 (London: F
Bradshaw Society, 1934), vol. 72, and English Benedictine Kalendars After A.D. 1100 (Lond
Henry Bradshaw Society, 1938 and 1933-34) as vols. 77 and 81.

13, See Mary P. Richards, Texts and Their Traditions in the Medieval Library of Rochester Ca
Priory (Philadelphia: The American Philosophical Society, 1988). Transactions vol. 78, pt. 3, |
item #148.

14. The treatise on Ithamar is published in Bethell. For a full description of the contents of th
manuscript, see M. R. James, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Library of C
Christi College, Cambridge (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1912), pp. 358-63. No otf
Rochester saints appear in the collection.

15. Richards, pp. 37-38, items #147 and #169.
16. N LA, p. 95.
17. N L A, pp. 96-97.

18. Anne Oakley, “Rochester Priory, 1185-1540,” p. 38, in Faith and Fabric: A History of Roch
Cathedral 604-1994, ed. Nigel Yates and Paul A. Welsby (Woodbridge: Boydell Press and
of Rochester Cathedral, 1996).

19. N L A, pp. 457-59.

20. Mary P. Richards, “Some Fifteenth-Century Calendars for Rochester Diocese,” Arcl
Cantiana 102 (1985): 71-85.

21. Ibid., p. 72.
22. Ibid., p. 74.
23. Ibid., p. 75-76.

Walter de Merton, Bishop of Rochester 1274-12

(With acknowledgement to “The Early Rolls of Merton College Oxford” an_gl O the
National Biography entries for Walter De Merton and Kings Henry 11l and Ed

Of Walter de Merton, Chancellor to Kings Henry Il and Edward
of Merton College Oxford, whose six foot skeleton lies in Rot
North Quire transept , the Rochester Chronicle says
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This indicates that when the alabaster figure was made, the scul k.
have any knowledge of pre-Reformation work or the College authorities did wy
want it or had forgotten how a medieval prelate would have been vmed' b

Walter De Merton had the talents and qualities to have risen to the top in any
age. At a time when the Church provided the civil service, membership-'
Merton Priory, with its royal links, and an appointment to the Chancery offered
a recognisable route to power. In Merton’s case, his success as Chancellor -
Bishop Farnham at Durham marked him for further promotion. He seems tc
have had the gift of making friendships and sustaining them into old age.
remained loyal to King Henry Il throughout the struggle with the baronial

opposition, but retained their respect and some were to be benefactors of the
new college.

In Merton’s property dealings, he is recognisable to us, with his nose "
bargain, willingness to plan for the long term, his expertise in unlocking land
burdened by debts and his sophisticated use of the banking system of his age

At the same time, the deals analysed by Highfield, convey an impression tha
Merton’s purchases could bring relief to burdened owners. e

The Council’s unanimous appointment of Merton to act for King Edward | unti
his return to England, reflected the wide confidence that must have been felt i
Merton’s capacity and judgement. After King Edward returned, perhaps h
discussed the constitutional reforms he was considering with Merton. They ha
shared the chaos of the baronial wars. -

.

1. “The Early Rolls Of Merton College Oxford” Edited by J.R.L. Highfield, Fellow,
Archivist of Merton College Clarendon Press 1964. Where this book conflicts with th
entry in the Dictionary of National Biography, this paper relies on Highfield;

2. Highfield, p. 3 and “Faith and Fabric- A History of Rochester Cathedral” Edi

and Paul Welsby 1996. P. 206 “In 1848, Merton's tomb was again opened... Th
vestments still adhered to the feet and legs, but in black clotted masses... sk a
foot in height. The forehead was low and the eye sockets near one another”; &

3. Edmund Haddenham, “Monk Historian of Rochester Priory”, Highfield, p. 30;

4. Highfield pp. 12-14 describes the purchase of the Surrey manors of A .
and Farleigh, which involved liquidating the estates’ debts to the bank of

London (Merton’s banker) and buying out the interests of ten peopls
rentier’s interest in the estates and lived far away from m-m

years and involved some eight deeds; 4 ,:".i('
5. Ibid, p.6; H R T

6. The Priory’s remains lie in the Borough of Merton beneath:
Its stones were used in building Nonsuch
survives in local names incorporating ‘Pric
remains were the precinct walls enclosing th

NOTES v



iragments along the banks of the Pickle ditch between Mera
I:.,’h, a Norman doorway was found within a house being g:g‘umdy and Merton High Street 1y

) hed. 1t has bee -
the churchyard of St. Mary’s at Merton Park. There have been three Fheen eorected iy
results of the last, (1986-91) await publication. The excavated l?;;}t\:rdag::i:l z':g:ﬂl‘?’l&m&:‘hg
her

remains are prt’St’fVPd in a special building beneath Merantum <
studies Centre’s “Notes on Local History, No, 23*; Way -+ Morden Librarys Local

7. ‘The Sicilian Venture’. In 1254, Pope Innocent IV was engaged in a st

of Sicily, illegitimate son of the Emperor Frederick II, and o?fe%ed K‘s\;&:ﬁﬂ“\;v{::\”hﬂ::gﬁormg
Sicilian Crown for Henry's second son, Edmund Crouchback Earl of Lancaster, to enlist [n land"
wealth against the Hoenstauffens. Henry was to pay for the grant which offered no more tha# I |.|
permission to overthrow Manfred. (When Henry llI's brother, Prince Richard of Corwall, Kin pof
the Romans (1209-72) was offered Sicily on these terms, he had said it was like being I;\vlto ()
buy the moon. “The History Today Companion to British History.), Henry 11l was undeterred and
agreed to pay Innocent IV's successor, Alexander IV, 135,000 marks, to cover the cost of the Pope’s
war with the Emperor. Henry could not raise the money for the grant or the cost of an expedition
and was forced by the baronial opposition to withdraw from the arrangement, '

8. Highfield p. 19;

9. Ibid p. 23;
10. D.N.B. and Highfield;
11. DINB:

12. From Patrick Thornhill’s article in Archeoligica Cantana Vol. LVIII, 1974 on ‘The Medway
Crossings of the Pilgrims Way’, it seems that the most likely ford used by Merton was that two km,
up-stream from Snodland to Burham Court.

13. D.N:B:
4. Walter de Merton’s Executor’s accounts, audited May 1282 and held at Merton College, Oxford;
'5. D.A.H. Cleggett.

THE SHIP’S BELL OF HL.AL S EESTE
1998  will mark the fiftieth

nniversary of the installation in the
athedral of the ship’s bell of H.M.S.
‘ent, commonly known as the Kent
‘ell. The article below is reproduced
rom the Friends Report of 1948.

'he Ship’s Bell of H.M.S. “Kent”

'he Association of Men of Kent and
{entish Men have received as a gift
'rom the Admiralty the ship’s bell of
H.M.S. Kent. They have offered the
vell to the safe keeping of the Dean
and Chapter and it will be officially
presented to the Cathedral by H.R.H.
the Duchess of Kent at a service on
’nd June, Lord Cornwallis, Lord [




Lieutenant of the County, Vice-President of our Association, and Presiden

. . . tof
Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, will also be presens at m:
ceremony

This ship’s bell is of considerable interest, having “served” in two SuCCessive
Kents: the former Kent took part in the Battle of the Falkland Islands and served
in all parts of the world. The later Kent was built in Chatham Dockyard, at
time when the Dean was the Chaplain of the Yard, and the present Head Verger
of the Cathedral was among those who actually helped to build the ship.

|
The bell will be placed at the top of the South Choir steps, and will be an {
interesting momento of two famous cruisers, which in peace and war carried

the name of our county over all the Seven Seas. |

It is anticipated that several well-known naval officers who have in tum
commanded the Kent will be present at the ceremony.

In 1948 the Dean was the Very Revd Thomas Crick, CB, CBE, MVO. The Head
Verger referred to was probably Frederick Cycil Biss. Another member of the.
team who built the Kent was the father of our present second Verger, Know .
Jennings.

The bell is of particular interest to one member of the cathedral
lim Tuff. As Marine Gunner E.W. Tuff, aged 19, he joined the crew of H.Ms
Kent in July 1938. He was on board when she was torpedoed on I
September 1940, whilst bombarding Bardia airfield on the north coast of
with the loss of 33 crew. Jim was personal orderly to Admiral Sir Percy N&
and would occasionally find himself polishing the bell, when the Admifal"
need him. Now he polishes it every week. On Saturday mornings at :
it is rung six times in memory of the 33 crew who died. il
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Then a fairy godfamily appeared in the shape of the Greens wh
for the necessary work in return for a rent free period. This was

offer being a venture into unknown territory since in a house of thz :;y o%i?,:?s |
lodge the extent of the work required can only be determined after a =
immodest poking around in the entrails and skeleton of the structure. And
fascinating the poke around became: unexplainable holes in the bri
behind the panelling, earlier ceilings above those on both the ground and f
floors, at least 3 fireplaces built one in front of the other in the living momm
window which had clearly come from a house demolished when Northgate v;a:
widened at the end of the last century - the list of oddities is endless.

0 offered pay

There were also the inevitable horror stories. The chimney above the three
fireplaces appeared to be supported by the remnants of an aged and decaying
piece of ironwork and that was the first acrow (a sort of pit prop) to goin. The
author and Dave Baker lifted some floor boards on the first floor and retreated
at some speed when they saw what was (or rather was not) underneath. We are
not small men but | do declare that we went through a three foot doorway side
by side at considerable speed. Three hours and ten more acrows later we
returned in a rather more dignified manner wearing hard hats and accompanied
by a structural engineer. He set about designing some life size meccano to bolt
that particular part of the building together again. .

By then we knew that we were involved with a very interesting building: large }
parts dated from the 16th century and there had been many additions and
changes in the 18th and 19th centuries. But it was becoming increasingly
apparent that there was an older structure there as well - blackened
timbers, a simple crown post and some very old wattle and daub in one of t
opened up roof spaces were evidence of this. It was becoming all too dif
for the amateur to unravel but we needed to get on with the work. Fortun
Rupert Austin of the Canterbury Archeaological Trust had a few days avai

between commitments and was able to have a look. "

His researches are an example of what the expert eye can see at a glance
the amateur is left scratching his head in confusion. Inside Phelips lodge,
wholly invisible from the outside is part of a 15th century open hall house, ar
the part remaining is the open hall which was almost certainly the midal
of a three bay timber framed house. The bay on the south side was den
when the Dean and Chapter built a range of buildings across what is
Refectory Car Park after Henry Vllith pinched most of the Priory bui
Reformation. This range survived until the building of what we now
Deanery early in the 18th Century. The north bay was proba
when the existing row of shops was built on the High SUthgmx

So in that one little building is a great deal efthehmstwy
is still to be learned - | would certainly love to know







Since the late eleventh century Rochester Cathedral
overshadowed, literally, by a great royal castle which has undergone ey,

major sieges (in 1088, 1215, and 1264). These periods of chaos Naturally Era;
an adverse affect on the cathedral and priory, which occupied 3 v:
constrained site between the castle, high street and city walls in the souther parg
of the city.* In 1215, for example, we know that king John desecrated the
cathedral, and stole the silver retable from behind the High Altar.’

has always been

Today the most noticeable thing about Rochester Cathedral is the evidence it
exhibits, particularly the external evidence, for massive restoration anq
rebuilding campaigns in the last century and a half. These restorations, which
affected almost all of the fabric of the cathedral, will be looked at further below,
as they of course greatly influence any understanding of the earlier medieva|
fabric of the building. Despite this, Rochester still contains some exceptionally
important remains (the mid-twelfth-century west doorway, the remains of the
uniquely early thirteenth-century choir stalls and the early fourteenth-century
‘chapter room’ doorway, to mention just three examples), and it is time for
much more archaelogical recording to take place in the cathedral. '
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As it happens, almost all previous and archaelogical work on the fabric of the
cathedral, below and above ground, took place in the second half of the
nineteenth century, and this too will be considered in more detail below. The
culmination of this work was Sir William St. John Hope’s monument
‘architectural history of the cathedral church and monastery of St. Andr

Rochester’,* and this is still unsurpassed as the standard work. It is, howev
greatly in need of revision.”

Restoring Rochester Cathedral |
Before the major restoration campaigns of the nineteenth and early twe

restorations, the documentary evidence for which has been gathe
The shrines of Saints Paulinus, Ythamar and William must have b
in 1538, followed ten years later by the altars, images, etc. In 1591, |
after a major fire in the chancel, a restoration (costing £5 5s. 6d.)

out. The Treasurer’s accounts tell us that this included the mak

for a new monument for their founder, Bishop'W" ter

Laud’s Visitation of 1633 records that ‘the cath:

glass in the church windows’, and thg Dean ar
‘there hath been of late years upon

- the organs, expende



in September 1642 the cathedral was plundered and dama
hadly as Canterbury and many other cathedrals. After this,

the body of the church (the nave) was used as a carpenter’s shop and yard
’

several saw pits being dug, and frames for houses made by the city joiners
in it

ged, though not as

Soon after the Restoration of Charles 11, major repairs took place, and Bishop
John Warner (1637-66) left £2,000 towards this work in his will. We are also
told that Dean Nathaniel Hardy (1660-70)

‘took great pains to repair the whole of it, which was affected by means of
the benefactions of the gentry of the county, and £7,000 added by the Dean
and Chapter.

Among particular areas of work mentioned are the south aisle wall restored and
recased in 1664, This was no doubt required after the destruction in the 1650s
of the neighbouring buildings of the bishop’s palace. In 1670, 40 feet of the
north aisle was ‘rebuilt from the ground.” This was in the middle section, and
cvidence for this is still visible as it is here that the Romanesque pilasters and
decorated string courses are missing. In 1680 repairs were also carried out to
‘he tower and spire.

During the eighteenth century other repairs and refurbishings are also recorded
1 the Chapter Act Books, though the physical evidence for almost all of this
was swept away in the 19th century. In 1707, for example, a new altar piece of
‘Norway oak” was put up, while in 1742-3 the choir was repaired.

‘as to new wainscot stalls, pews, etc., at a large expense and very
handsomely new paved in Bremen and Portland stone under the direction
of Mr Sloane, at which time the bishop’s throne was rebuilt at the charge of
bishop Joseph Willocks'.”

Charles Sloane (1690-1764) was a typical eighteenth-century man-of-many-
barts. He lived at Gravesend and was a carpenter architect, surveyor and
“artographer. In 1731-3 he had been the rebuilder of St. George’s church,
Gravesend (he also designed the town hall there) and was the surveyor of
various new Turnpike roads in west Kent and the rebuilder of Dartford Bri@@e,,
He also drew estate maps and in 1744 started to build debtors’ priso
Maidstone. Soon afterwards he became mayor of Gravesend.”” At Ro
Cathedral he repaired and refitted the choir in 1742-3, and in 17
designed and “started to erect a new steeple’, For this, we are tols
wooden model, which was still preserved in St. William’s
18th century.” Sadly the model has subsequently disa
rediscovered, it might tell us much about the orig
destroyed in 1826. Whether Sloane built a branc




more likely. Two years later, in 1751, two great brick buttresses were by
support the south-east transept ‘on pursuance of the advice of the late M Sh:
(Sloane did not in fact die until 1764, however). The following year, AW“ 3
Herring, a former Dean of Rochester, gave £50 for furnishing the altas aey,
Twenty years later the south-east transept was still a great cause for concep m
its considerable lean to the south. It’s roof was then “lightened” (by removing the
gable end), and the Scottish architect Robert Mylne (1733 1811), who fn 1 260.0
designed and built the new Blackfriars Bridge in London, was consulted, He had
also reported on the condition of the north-west tower at Canterhury Cathedral iy
1768, where he was Surveyor to the Fabric (he held the same post at $t RBaly
Cathedral). He surveyed Rochester Cathedral in 17767 and: P

‘By his direction piles of brick have been reared in the undercroft and within
the aisle, and other methods used to discharge the weight of the uppe
works. The scheme has hitherto fully answered the purpose’, o

Most of the brickwork put into the crypt at this time is still visible, though t
outer wall was completely rebuilt half a century later by Cottingham,
time after this (probably at the beginning of the nineteenth century), the & ) ¢
the bell-tower (Gundulf’s tower, as it was now called) was removed a
‘for building material.” At least the rest of the bell-tower did not come ¢ i‘"
it did at Salisbury Cathedral in 1790. In 1763 the pinnacles on the outer tu
of the west front were taken down, and the remainder of the north turret \
rebuilt ‘from the ground’. Shortly afterwards a crenelled top was added to
turret and to the west end of the nave aisle roofs.” By the end of the ei|
century the cathedral was in a sad state. It was described thus by

historian, Edward Hasted:

Wi

‘Notwithstanding which [ie. the earlier restorations], time has o €0
and weakened every part of this building, that its future existence.
length of time has been much feared, but this church has lately ha
endeavour used, and great repairs have been made which it is he
secure it from the fatal ruin which has threatened it, the inside
beautified, and being kept exceeding clean, it makes at th
pleasing appearance.”"

A decade or so later, however, there was to be more destructio
and south transept gables were taken down and replaced by |

‘debased classical character’." >

In 1825 the first of a series of large-scale and very costly

rebuildings) got underway. This work culminated eighty yeat
rebuilding of the spire, and since that time (now nearly a centu
major changes have taken place. The first of these campaigns
£10,000 was carried out by Lewis Cottingham from 1825-1
possible here to summarize the main works:"
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In 1871, George Gilbert Scott (knighted the following year) started work
even larger Fampaign of restoration (the cost was over £30,000), and .
1872 and his death in 1878, the following major works were undertaken:

a) The underpinning of the south transept (1872) and th
gable wall above. i | * ol

b) Rebuilding of the east end, including high gable restoration, and Inserting
three new 13th-§entury windows” in the upper wall to replace ‘an ugly late
perpendicular window’.*' Also three lower lancets in east wall restored,

o

=t

¢) Much refacing of the eastern arm generally (including north and north-
east transepts) and replacing of decayed Reigate stone with Chilmark stone
Also new high-pitched gables and many pinnacles added to the tops of
angle-turrets (the proposed new high-pitched roofs over the presbytery have
never been built).
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d) Blocking of triforium passages and inserting of iron ties in the nave to
counteract weaknesses in nave wall. Also underpinning of south nave aisle
wall (1875-6).

e) Cutting of tunnel from crypt (west end) to under the pulpitum screen for
the windtrunks for the organ bellows, also rebuilding of organ (1875).

f) Complete repaving and refurbishing of choir and presbytery with new high |
altar and reredos (1873-5). Rediscovery and repainting of fourteenth-century E
wall-paintings behind the eighteenth-century panelling behind the choir
stalls.” i

g) Start of west front restoration, but Scott died before much work was done
(1878). i
In a letter, to the Dean and Chapter, about this last stage of his work, Scott says:
The Norman remains are almost too valuable to be interfered with. Itis an
open question whether a restoration, in part conjectural, should | %

attempted or whether it may not be best to adhere to the present form |
front, and to limit our operations to more necessary repairs.’ e

A very wise statement which should have been adhered to. The young Wil
St. John Hope, who came to teach at Rochester just three years after 5¢
death, said in summary:*’ ¥
‘A good deal of necessary repair work was done to the stonewo
the whole the ‘restoration’ was conservative and involved the de
very little old work.’ ol
The restoration was certainly mild by Scott’s standards, but |

features (like the perpendicular east window) were totally des
drawn records. There is, however, a fine Buckler drawing of ;
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Fig. 1 Last front of Rochester Cathedral in 1805 hy J. ,'
(from a watercolour owned by the Dean and Chapter of Rock
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Among the many discoveries that Irvine made during the restoratjon work, thy
/

following were the most important:

(a.) He observed a Norman clasping pilaster buttress foundation ex

08
underpinning work on the south wall of the south transept (1 372)p . du""l

(b.) He drew the section (with layers marked on) of the tunnel

(for the
‘windtrunks’) from the crypt to below the pulpitum (1874-5), e

(c.) He observed the foundations of the north wall of the nave dyr

underpinning and noticed what may have been foundations for a tower at the
western end (1875). 4

PRt

(d.) He recorded pilaster buttresses and a constructional break on the south side
of the nave during underpinning. He also observed an earlier transverse wall
and apse (and opus signinum flooring), which were perhaps Roman (1875-6),

(e.) He recorded the nave arcades during repairs and observed probable early
Norman tufa voussoirs (concealed under plaster) on the outer sides (1876),

All of these discoveries were used by Hope who came on the scene a few years
later. =

W.H. St. John Hope graduated from Cambridge in 1880 (aged 26), and

immediately afterwards was appointed a master at Rochester Grammar School,
From 1881 until his appointment as assistant secretary at the Society of
Antiquaries of London four years later, he spent many hours investigating both
the fabric and the documentary history of the cathedral and its surroundi
buildings. In October/November 1881 he tell us he :

‘sunk a number of holes in various places in the earthen floor of
undercroft (crypt), and had a trench cut down the centre line. My |
were fully repaid by the finding of the foundations of sundry walls.
carefully measured and plotted, the following facts became evident:

(1.) That the church terminated, as Mr Asphitel had surmised, in a
end, and not in an apse, built on a foundation eight feet wide.

(2.) The eastern limb had aisles equal in length to the presbyter)@'l .
(3.) Beyond the cross-wall was a small rectangular chapel about

by 9 feet wide, which it is to be noticed, projects from the m
the central division of the undercroft, and not its whole

To make sure | followed the foundations of this chapel
junctions with that of the great wall, with which it is _
His workmen also found a ‘box of bones’ in this ‘chapel’. H

outlines of these foundations on a new plan of the c

suggesting a superstructure for it with clasping bu
Since this time, Hope’s suggested plan for the ea
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Radford apparently found parts of the walls of a building which |

early Norman foundations in this part of the cathedral. H 10 detgijeg
investigations were undertaken. i ¢ onal
In the last twenty years a few more small scale observations haye been
These include ‘rescue’ observations in the area outside the south choir
door,” the Sacrist's checker area® and, most recently, the chair
foundations on the north side of the nave in May 1990.“ Professor M.J. S
has also published an important paper on the twelfth-century graffiti in the
(largely on the piers) which, as he says, almost certainly ‘represent
remaining evidence for an extensive programme of early medieyal
paintings, although little of the original scheme can be reconstructed’. |n
a reused fragment was removed from the inside of the south-west turret o
cathedral. This proved to be an important fragment of an early eleventh-cey
gravestone, one side of which has decoration in the ‘Ringerike’ style. T
also remains of the original colour, and part of a Latin inscription on the
At the bottom the spiral turret on the north-east corner of the north-¢
a very fine early door survives, decorated with ironwork. This has
studied by Dr. Jane Geddes, who suggests that it dates from the late
twelfth century. Much later the door was given a new face and tul
so that the original door is only visible on the inside s

Tim

1. An earlier version of this essay was first published in T. Tatton-Brown and J.
Archaeology of Cathedrals (1996), 103-1 14, The second part, covering arch:
cathedral in the last decade or so, will be published next year. ;¥

2. ). Thorpe, Registrum Roffense (1769), 958, and M. Brett in N. Yates (ed.) |
History of Rochester Cathedral 604-1994 (1 996), 20-22. o

3. For the plan of the priory, and its buildings, see W.H. St. John Op¢
the cathedral church and monastery of St. Andrew at Rochester I
(1900), 1-85. See also T. Tatton-Brown, ‘Three great Benedictine houses
topography, Arch. Cant. 100 (1985), 185-8. ¢ 208

4. G.M. Livett, ‘Medieval Rochester’, Arch. Cant. 21 (1895), 17-

5. W.H. St. ). Hope, ‘The architectural history of the cathedral d
at Rochester I: the cathedral’, Arch. Cant. 23 (1898), 194-3

6. See notes 3 and 5 above. it o
7. For a partial reassessment see now J.P. McAleer, Th

Fabric, a History of Rochester Cathedral (1996),
8. E. Hasted, The
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MEMBERSHIP

We are grateful to those Friends (the great majority) who have adjustedTeir
subscriptions to bring them into line with the new rates agreed a few years ago
This is a useful source of extra income. May I use this space to send a gentlé
reminder to those who have not yet made the change.

We are sorry to record the deaths of 18 Friends during the year, many of whom
had been long-standing and loyal supporters. At the same time, we welcome 20
new members, This is not as many as in the previous year. We hope that our

Involvement in the Saints’ Festival in 1998 will help to raise our profile and
introduce new people to our work.

Carolyn Foreman

Obituary New Members :
Mr NN Clout Mr E. Moore Mr S, Brittain Peace & Unity Lodge No. 4101 :
Mrs K. Colvill Mrs MU Olivier — Mrs C. Brittain Mr D.F. Sly
M R.H, Cooper Mrs .M. Read Mr A.F. Coombs Mr A. Smith K]
Sir D, Greenaway Mr D.S. Robins Mrs A.F. Coombs Mrs H. Smith
Revd, W, Hirst Miss DA, Stoy MrA. Crowther-Walker ~ Mr J.A. Smith
Miss RM Johnstone  Mrs N. Watson Mrs D.M. Edwards Mrs J.A. Smith
Canon EW, Jordan Miss E.M. White Mrs S.A. Fisher Society of Antiquaries
Mrs EW. Jordan Mr R. Whitehead  Mr J.A. Fleming Richard Watts Lodge
Canon R, Mason Canon G. Young Mr P. Hughes Mr P. Wilson

Mrs P. Jones Mrs L. Wilson

IREASURER’S REPORT

During the year, at the request of the Dean and Chapter, the Association was
asked to move offices within Garth House. This has proved satisfactory and the
redecoration is reflected in the office expenses in the attached accounts.

At the same time, the Council decided to upgrade the office equipment and
furniture as the existing items had outlived their useful lives.

It has been an accounting policy of the Association not to reflect the value of 4
the stocks of publications in the accounts. Since the two publications were
produced in the last two months of the accounting period, it can be seen th
in the current period there is a deficit of £3,000 - however, hardly any sales
the new publications took place before the end of the year.

Council again, in accordance with previous policy, decided to inv
generous legacy from Mrs E.M. Read of £15,865 in a bequest fund.

The accounts attached as usual are in draft and will be presented audited a
Annual Meeting. Copies of the audited accounts can be requested.
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THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FRIENDS OF ROCHESTER CATHEDRA
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT - :
YEAR TO 28TH FEBRUARY 1998
1998 1997
£ £ £ £
Income
Subscriptions received 1ol 91 8,356
Donations and legacies iy 3:517
Surplus on social events 1,181 912
Saints Festival - 1996 450 (1,815)
Book of Memory - net 65 25
Gross Dividends 35,110 33:124
Bank interest e % 1 0 4,246
50,341 48,362
Expenditure
Salary 4,533 4,469 :
Office expenses 1.233 797 :
Printing and stationery 467 924 "
Postage 296 504
Annual Report 2,956 3,187
Net cost of furniture 902 -
Deficit on publications 3,018 54
Bank charges 33 13,438 51
Excess of income over expenditure 36,903

Grants payable

Upkeep of Garth 6,000 6,000

Audio system 64,300 -

Research Grant 200 2

Choir Association £ 70,500 2,000
Surplus (Deficit) for the year (33.597)
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